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Cast of Characters

Dean De Haas: Fat her of Marian. The
gentle, kind and am abl e
"peacenaker".

Arl Van Dam Marian’'s Uncle. Wl

i ntenti oned but cant aker ous,
| oud- nout hed and opi ni onat ed.

Lol a Van Dam Arl’s wife & Marian’s Aunt.
The chanpi on of any who have
"escaped” Hebron.

Betty De Haas: Marian’s nother. Lola’s ol der
sister. Loving but concerned
W th propriety and getting
t hi ngs done.

Abby De Haas: The sweet 12 year ol d
daughter of Mari an.

Mari an De Haas: School t eacher and Mot her of
Abby. Centerpiece of town
scandal .

Bob "Ad Man" Schul er: Vi et nam vet, feared for

his | egendary "spells"
(fl ashbacks)

d adys | skowi tch: Thomas’ agent. An ol der
Jewi sh dane froma New York
show busi ness famly.

Thomas Prins: Nati ve of Hebron who nade it
as a playwight in New York.
Matt Schul er: Cl assmat e of Thomas and
Mari an; son of "Ad Man"
Schul er
Scene

Front yards of the De Haas and Prins honmes. The small farm
town of Hebron, I|owa.

Early 1990s



ACT |

Scene 1

When the lights go down there is the sound of a
car on the highway, screeching brakes, and a
horrendous crash.

As the lights cone up on the stage, we find
ourselves in the front yard of two houses in
Hebron, lowa (popul ation 318). The De Haas house
is set upstage right, and nmuch of the action is
set in this back yard. The Prins house stage |eft
is set closer downstage. There is short stair

|l eading up to a screened in porch. In the back
yard of the house stage right there are four |awn
chairs set downstage center right. Far right there
is asmll swng set with two swings. Two nen in
their fifties to sixties are engaged in
conversation. These nen wear blue jeans or khakis
wth well-ironed short-sleeve plaid shirts and
butt on-down col |l ars. They are wearing gl ow ng
white tennis shoes with dark socks.

DEAN DE HAAS
That was the year that the boys went to state in
basketball and lost to Fairfield in the sem finals.

ARL VAN DAM
That’s right. That’s right. Boy those were the good
years. The boys and girls went to state every year. The
Vande Meer brothers were on that team weren’'t they?

DEAN DE HAAS
Ri ght. Frank and Jesse.

ARL VAN DAM
Yeah, boy. Frank and Jesse. Tal k about outlaws. Isn’t
Frank in construction now?

DEAN DE HAAS

Cenent .

ARL VAN DAM
Oh yeah, outlaw all right. | priced a new driveway a
few years back. Tal k about hi ghway robbery.

DEAN DE HAAS
Yes. He’s got that cenent business over in Slater
county. Jesse noved out west. Colorado, | think. Your

wi fe woul d know. She keeps track of where everyone ends
up.



ARL VAN DAM
Aren’t you related to the Vande Meers?

DEAN DE HAAS
No, no. Well now, wait a mnute. Let’s see - by
marriage | am- by nmarriage. My nonmis nomwas a De Beer
and her sister married a Vande Meer.

ARL VAN DAM
Wal ter.

DEAN DE HAAS
Yep. Walt and Euni ce woul d have been Franke and Jesse’s
gr andpar ent s.

Lol a Van Dam enters the backyard fromthe house
stage right. She carries a two gl asses of ice tea.

ARL VAN DAM
Weren’t they cousins?

DEAN DE HAAS
Walt and Eunice?

ARL VAN DAM
Yes, they were. Hi s grandnother and her grandfather
were brother and sister, if | remenber correctly

DEAN DE HAAS
That explains a |ot.

ARL VAN DAM
Used to see quite a bit of that back in those days.
Weren't that many famlies around these parts. You were
bound to marry soneone who was rel ated sonehow.

LOLA VAN DAM
Betty and | thought you boys could use a cool drink.

They take the glass fromher with a "Thanks" and
she sits down with them

DEAN DE HAAS
Where's Betty?

LOLA VAN DAM
She’s finishing up the potato salad for the funeral. W
got nost of the ham buns made, but | think we may run
out of buns. We'll put themin the deep freeze and take
t hem over to the church in the norning (pause) Any sign
of hin®



DEAN DE HAAS
No.

LOLA VAN DAM
Has anybody tal ked to hinf

DEAN DE HAAS
| don’t know. | don't think so. Just the funeral hone,
and maybe the preacher.

ARL VAN DAM
It’s a shane. What is it now? Ten years since he left?

LOLA VAN DAM
Ch, it’s been at least ten. It’s gotta be twelve.

DEAN DE HAAS
Twel ve.

ARL VAN DAM
Twel ve? Are you sure.

DEAN DE HAAS
It was the summer before Abby was born. She’'s gonna be
t wel ve.

LOLA VAN DAM
That’ s right.

DEAN DE HAAS
Twel ve years.

ARL VAN DAM
Vell, 111 be.

LOLA VAN DAM
Time flies.

BETTY De Haas enters fromthe De Haas house, she’s
wi pi ng her hands on an apron as she wal ks up and
j oins the crowd.

BETTY DE HAAS
How you boys doi ng out here? Any sign of Tomy?

ARL VAN DAM
Not yet. The only traffic has been Zac Verneer driving
hi s new car back and forth across town.

DEAN DE HAAS
Where' d Zac get that car?



ARL VAN DAM
They were saying at coffee tinme down at the cafe that
Zac bought it off a man over by New London.

DEAN DE HAAS
What’ d he pay for it?

ARL VAN DAM
Don’t know. Looks in good shape, though. | think he
said it was owned by a woman who di ed a few nonths ago.

DEAN DE HAAS
Who woul d that have been?

ARL VAN DAM
| don’t know. She nust not have driven it much. That
car’s at least ten years old.

DEAN DE HAAS
No it’s not. It can't be nore than five.

ARL VAN DAM
Yes it is. It’s got that boxy | ook on the back and they
changed the body style on those things about seven
years ago.

LOLA VAN DAM
(changi ng the subj ect)
How s Mari an?

BETTY DE HAAS
| haven’t talked to her today. | called her |ast night,
but she obviously didn't want to talKk.

LOLA VAN DAM
Has she seen or heard from Tommy since he noved away?

DEAN DE HAAS
Not a word as far as we know.

LOLA VAN DAM
That is so sad. Those two were thick as thieves al
t hrough chil dhood. They were so cute.

ARL VAN DAM
Boy, when he left - he left for good. It nmakes you
wonder .

LOLA VAN DAM
Oh, Arl!



ARL VAN DAM
Wel | ? What ki nd of person just ups and | eaves and
doesn’t conme back?

LOLA VAN DAM
Don’t you start, Arl. Tommy did hinmself proud going off
to New York and nmaking a nanme for hinself. Wnning
those awards for his plays. He's ambunted to a | ot nore
than if he’'d stayed in this little two-bit town.

ARL VAN DAM
(Ignoring his wfe)
What kind of kid just ups and | eaves and forgets his
famly and friends.

BETTY DE HAAS
He did not forget his famly, Arl. You know better than
that. John and Esther tal ked to him

ARL VAN DAM
Once or twice a year?

BETTY DE HAAS
It m ght have been nore than that.

ARL VAN DAM
Wasn’t nmuch nore than that.

BETTY DE HAAS
They visited him too. Don't you renenber that? Mist
have been six or seven years ago.

ARL VAN DAM
Si x or seven years ago. You see your kid once in twelve
years and it’'s because you have to go visit him Onh
he’s got a close relationship with his children.

LOLA VAN DAM
So, what if never came back home. He has to be busy al
the tinme. He certainly nmade a nane for hinself.

ARL VAN DAM
In New York City!

LOLA VAN DAM
Well, that’s sonething.

ARL VAN DAM
Who cares?

DEAN DE HAAS
No one fromthis little town ever anounted to nuch,
Arl. There he is witing plays and w nni ng awards.



DEAN DE HAAS ,
You've got to admt, that’s pretty good for a |oca

boy.

ARL VAN DAM
He went to school to be a mnister.

LOLA VAN DAM
Here we go.

ARL VAN DAM
A mnister! When he graduated from hi gh school he said
he was headed to school to follow God’s call and ends
up in New York with all them peopl e.

LOLA VAN DAM
Arl stop it!

ARL VAN DAM
He turned his back on his famly. He turned his back on
his friends. He turned his back on his roots. He turned
hi s back on God.

BETTY DE HAAS
Arl, we don’'t know that boys heart.

ARL VAN DAM
Now you just look at Virgil down the street there. Flew
all those m ssions over Germany, wins all those nedal s,
makes all the papers. Wat did he do? He cane back here
to his hone town of Hebron, lowa to settle down with
hi s people. He becones the postnan and doesn’'t say a
word about it.

LOLA VAN DAM
That's different Arl.

ARL VAN DAM
No, that’'s character

LOLA VAN DAM
Goodness.

DEAN DE HAAS
What about your boy, Arl? As | recall he said when he
graduated that he was going to school to be a doctor so
he could cone back to take ol’ Doc De Beer’s place
right here in Hebron.

ARL VAN DAM
So?



DEAN DE HAAS
So, how is the Waste Managenent business in Boise these
days?

ARL VAN DAM
That's different!

Scene 2

From stage right a ABBY De Haas bounces onto the
stage followed by her nother MARI AN De Haas. ABBY
is going on twelve years old. She is full of life
and smiles - still very nuch a child at heart.
MARIAN is in her |late twenties.

ABBY DE HAAS
Grandna! !

BETTY DE HAAS
Vell there’s nmy little sugar plum How are you doi ng?

ABBY De Haas ends up on her Grandnother’s lap -
gi ving her a big hug.

ABBY DE HAAS
Good.

DEAN DE HAAS
What have you two been up to?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Ch, we drove to Des Moines today. Abby’ s been
outgrowi ng all of her clothes, so we did some shopping.

BETTY DE HAAS
(to ABBY)
You di d? (ABBY nods) Did you get sone cute clothes?!
(ABBY nods again).

ABBY DE HAAS
Mom and ne both got a bunch of new clothes. They're
beauti ful!

BETTY DE HAAS
Oh good! | can't wait to see thenl

ARL VAN DAM
Now what did you go all the way to Des Mdines for?
They’ ve got perfectly good clothes up at the shop on
Mai n Street.



MARI AN DE HAAS
Yeah, perfectly good clothes that have been out of
style for five years and cost tw ce as nuch.

ARL VAN DAM
Yeah, but you don’t have to drive to Des Mi nes!

ABBY DE HAAS
Did you nake sni cker-doodl es, G andma?

BETTY DE HAAS
O course | did. You just go in the house and | ook on
t he counter.

ABBY DE HAAS
Ckay!

ABBY shoots off her grandma’s |ap and runs for the
door.

BETTY DE HAAS
But don’'t eat too many! They're for the funeral
t onor r ow !

MARI AN DE HAAS
(calling to ABBY)
Just two!!

ABBY DE HAAS
(reluctantly, frominside the house)
Ckay.

ARL VAN DAM
So besides contributing to the decline of the rura
econony, how are you, Marian?

LOLA VAN DAM

(to ARL)
Be ni ce.
MARI AN DE HAAS
|” m good, Arl.

ARL VAN DAM
You' re ol d neighbor’s com ng hone tonight.

MARI AN DE HAAS
(sarcastically)
Real ly? | hadn’t heard. Who woul d that be?

LOLA VAN DAM
ARL!



ARL VAN DAM
What ?! | was just making polite conversation.

LOLA VAN DAM
You were just stirring the pot.

MARI AN DE HAAS
It’s okay, Lol a.

ARL VAN DAM
Have you heard from Tomy?

LOLA VAN DAM
Now, Arl, that’s none of your business.

MARI AN DE HAAS
No, Arl - | haven’'t heard from Thomas since he |eft
town. Just |ike everyone el se.

ARL VAN DAM
Real | y? Huh. | just wondered.

DEAN DE HAAS
Ch, stop it, Arl. You and | have tal ked about this a
mllion tines.

BETTY DE HAAS
(to MARI AN)
How are you doi ng, dear?

MARI AN DE HAAS
(frustrated)
I’mfine, nother. It’'s not a big deal! | could care
| ess about Thomas Prins.

ARL VAN DAM
How nuch did you spend on the new dress?

MARI AN DE HAAS
The dress is for the nother daughter night at church
next nont h.

LOLA VAN DAM
| don’t think he's arrived yet.

DEAN DE HAAS
Nope, not yet. A fewcars with out of state plates cane
t hrough, but it wasn’t him

MARI AN DE HAAS
| don’t care! I did not conme over here to see if Thomas
was back. | cane over because Abby knew grandma was
maki ng sni ckerdoodl es for the funeral tonorrow.
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ARL VAN DAM
(to DEAN)
Do you think he'll have out of state plates? He'l
probably fly in from New York and rent a car in Des
Moi nes, don’t you think?

DEAN DE HAAS
A lot of those rental cars are fromout of state.

ARL VAN DAM
No they' re not. Wiy woul d they get cars from out of
state? They have plenty of good cars right here in
| owa.

DEAN DE HAAS
Peopl e drive them fromother states and | eave them

ARL VAN DAM
They conme here and don’t go back? That doesn’'t nake any
sense. Nobody cones to lowa to stay. Everybody’s
| eaving for good, just |ike Tomy!

MARI AN DE HAAS
(exasper at ed)
" m | eavi ng.

BETTY DE HAAS
Oh, honey, don't leave. Stay a while.

LOLA VAN DAM
Don't let these two old buzzards drive you off.

MARI AN DE HAAS
(to the house)
ABBY?! |'m | eavi ng.

ABBY DE HAAS
(frominside house)
|’ m staying at grandnas!

MARI AN DE HAAS
(1 ooki ng at her nother)

Monf

BETTY DE HAAS
That’s fine, dear. 1'Il send her hone after a while.
Ch, before you go. | found that casserole recipe you

wanted. Why don’t you go in and grab it.

MARI AN DE HAAS
VWhere is it?
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BETTY DE HAAS
| think it’s on the end table on ny end of the couch.
If not, it’s on the kitchen counter. Hunt around.
You'll find it.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Ckay

MARI AN enters the house.

ARL VAN DAM
(to DEAN and BETTY)
What ever happened between the two of them anyway? Like
Lol a said, they were thick as thieves when they were
ki ds.

DEAN DE HAAS
| think only the two of them know.

ARL VAN DAM
But they were dating weren't they?

BETTY DE HAAS
That’ s the funny thing. W don’t know. She’s never
tal ked about it - even back then. W always kind of
wonder ed. . .

LOLA VAN DAM
Well, they were inseparable all the way through school.
You just assuned...

BETTY DE HAAS

| know. | know. But we never knew if they were going
together or if they were just good friends. W' d ask
and Marian would just shrug and say, "It is what it
Is.”

ARL VAN DAM

Boy, it certainly drove Matt Schul er crazy.

DEAN DE HAAS
No one had to drive himcrazy. He was born that way.
Chip off the old bl ock.

ARL VAN DAM
A d man Schul er must have gotten into sone of that
Agent Orange back in Vietnam

BETTY DE HAAS
Matt’' s been calling Marian everyday since John and
Est her passed.
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LOLA VAN DAM
You’' re ki dding ne!

DEAN DE HAAS
Nope.

LOLA VAN DAM
That boy doesn’t have the sense God gave dirt.

ARL VAN DAM
At | east he had the sense to stay here in Hebron and
hel p contribute to the comunity.

LOLA VAN DAM
That boy hasn’t contributed anything to this community
but a yard that’s a public eye sore and noi se pol |l ution
fromthat stereo he blasts at all hours of the night!

ARL VAN DAM
(lgnoring his wife; to DEAN)
Maybe the old man took all them drugs they were doing
over there. They were all doing drugs in > Nam

LOLA VAN DAM
(to BETTY)
What’'s Matt saying to Marian?

BETTY DE HAAS
She won’t talk to him

LOLA VAN DAM
And it started when he John and Esther passed?

BETTY DE HAAS
The accident was in the norning and the first call was
in the afternoon.

LOLA VAN DAM
Wel |, now, that makes you wonder.

ARL VAN DAM
Vll, he probably figured that John and Esther passing
woul d nmean Tommy was com ng back

LOLA VAN DAM
But is he jealous?! Wiat would nake himup and start
calling like that?

BETTY DE HAAS
| don’t know. He pined away for Marian all through
school . She never gave himthe tinme of day. W were
shocked when she was voted Prom Queen and went to prom
wth him W figured she’d go with Tomry. But, whatever



13.

BETTY DE HAAS
happened between the two of them ended after prom and

she hasn’t ever given himthe tinme of day since.

DEAN DE HAAS
Li ke Arl says, he’s a bit like his old man.

ABBY is seen at the screen door of the house.

ABBY DE HAAS
G andma?

BETTY DE HAAS
Yes, sweetie?

ABBY DE HAAS
Can | look at the old things in your cedar chest?

BETTY DE HAAS
You may. Just be careful with Gandma Jennie’ s things.
They’'re fragile. And put things back right where you
found them

ABBY DE HAAS
kay!

ABBY runs fromthe door.

LOLA VAN DAM
| just wish we knew what happened between all those
ki ds.

ARL VAN DAM
They were in a |love triangle.

LOLA VAN DAM
Oh, Arl.

ARL VAN DAM
They were in a love triangle and Marian got pregnant
and Tommy ski pped town to avoid the responsibility and
crazy Matt Schul er has al ways been j eal ous.

LOLA VAN DAM
Arl, we don’t know that.
(1 ooki ng to BETTY)
W don’t know that, do we?

BETTY DE HAAS
Mari an’s never said a word.
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LOLA VAN DAM
It makes you wonder. Don’t you think Abby wonders.

DEAN DE HAAS
| f she and Marian have tal ked about it, the subject has
never come up

LOLA VAN DAM
Well, did you ask Abby?

A gunshot is heard in the distance. Everyone turns
towards the back of the stage, then scranbles as
if this is a well choreographed drill. Betty heads
for the door to warn her granddaughter.

DEAN DE HAAS
[t’s Add Man Schul er.

ARL VAN DAM
Speak of the devil.

DEAN DE HAAS
He’ s back in ' Nam agai n.

LOLA VAN DAM
We'd better call Sheriff De Cook.

ARL VAN DAM
Nah. It’s the Sheriff’s fishing night. He'll be gone
for hours.

LOLA VAN DAM
Well, he’s got deputies!

When the shots were fired, BETTY headed to the
screen door.

BETTY DE HAAS
ABBY! ?

ABBY DE HAAS
(frominside the house)
Yes, Grandma?

BETTY DE HAAS
A d Man Schuler’s having a spell again. | want you to
go into G andpa and Grandma’ s bat hroom sit on the
floor, then shut and | ock that bat hroom door. Ri ght
now Do you hear ?!

ABBY DE HAAS
Yes, G andnal!
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BETTY returns to the group. MARI AN exits fromthe
house at the sanme tine.

DEAN DE HAAS
Now, nother. You | adies get in the house. Arl and I
will go try to find him

BETTY DE HAAS
You be careful!

DEAN DE HAAS
Don’t worry, nother.

ARL VAN DAM
It’s alright. Bob’s never hurt anyone. Just ’cause he’'s
crazy doesn’t nean he’s dangerous.

BETTY DE HAAS
He has a GUN

ARL VAN DAM
It’s alright, Betty. Go on into the house.

ARL and DEAN exit stage left.

BETTY DE HAAS
Let’s get into the house.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| ' m headed hone, nother.

BETTY DE HAAS
You are doing no such thing. Not with O d Man Schul er
havi ng a spel |

MARI AN DE HAAS
Mot her, despite the way everyone in Hebron tal ks about
M. Schul er, ninety-five percent of the tine he is
quite lucid and perfectly normal. He’s not dangerous.
He has never hurt so nmuch as a kitten.

BETTY DE HAAS
But he could! We've |ost John and Esther this week. |'m
not taking any chances!

MARI AN DE HAAS
Good- bye, nother. Send Abby honme as soon as Dad and Arl
have saved t he day.

BETTY DE HAAS
Marian, |’ m serious.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
So am |, nother. |1’ m going hone.

MARI AN begins to exit. Lola follows after.

BETTY DE HAAS
Lol al

LOLA VAN DAM
Go on in the house and check on Abby. | want to talk to
Mari an.

BETTY DE HAAS
Lol al

LOLA VAN DAM
It’Il be all right, big sister. Go check on your
gr anddaught er.
(shooi ng her back in the house)

Exasperat ed, BETTY storns back into the house.
Scene 3

LOLA VAN DAM ( CONT’ D)
Mari an. .

MARI AN DE HAAS
| " m goi ng honme, Aunt Lol a.

LOLA VAN DAM
| know you are, dear. That’s not what | wanted to talk
to you about.

MARI AN DE HAAS
What ?

LOLA VAN DAM
(nmotioning to the sw ng)
Cone on over here and swing with ne.

MARI AN sits on a swing next to Lol a.

LOLA VAN DAM ( CONT' D)
| remenber pushing you and Tommy in the sw ngs when you
wer e ki ds.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Yeah. That’s been a few years.

LOLA VAN DAM
Doesn’'t seemthat long to ne.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
Yeah, I'’msure. It seens |like just yesterday Abby was
bor n.

LOLA VAN DAM
How are you doi ng, dear?

MARI AN DE HAAS
|’mfine, Aunt Lol a.

LOLA VAN DAM
(in disbelief)
Real | y?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Yes.

LOLA VAN DAM
Real | y?

MARI AN DE HAAS
YES!

LOLA VAN DAM
When you were a little girl and had your first crush,
who did you tell?

MARI AN DE HAAS
You.

LOLA VAN DAM
Kenny Li ndhoven. First grade. Do you renenber?

MARI AN DE HAAS
He held ny hand after school.

LOLA VAN DAM
And you wanted to know. ..

MARI AN DE HAAS
If | could kiss him

LOLA VAN DAM
| f you could kiss himand if God would be okay with it.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Ch, Kenny.

LOLA VAN DAM
Yeah, it’s a good thing you didn’t end up with Kenny.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
Were is he, anyway?

LOLA VAN DAM
Last | knew he was selling vacuum cl eaners i n southern
M ssouri .

MARI AN DE HAAS
Oh, Lord.

LOLA VAN DAM
Yeah. Be thankful you're not living in a single-wide in
t he OzarKks.

MARI AN DE HAAS
That’'s for sure.

LOLA VAN DAM
And when you got your first period, who did you run to.

MARI AN DE HAAS
You.

LOLA VAN DAM
| understand, sweetie. God bless your nother. She’s the
sweetest thing on God’s green earth but when it cones
to tal king about anything unconfortable.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Ch, | only know that too well.

LOLA VAN DAM
She nmeans wel | .

MARI AN DE HAAS
| know.

LOLA VAN DAM
And, she | oves you

MARI AN DE HAAS
| know.

LOLA VAN DAM
So, Marian. As your favorite Aunt.

MARI AN DE HAAS
My only aunt.

LOLA VAN DAM
As your FAVORITE Aunt, and the one woman you can run to
about the theological inplications of kisses or having
your first period, | want to know. ... how are you doi ng?
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MARI AN DE HAAS
Sad.

LOLA VAN DAM
W all are.

MARI AN DE HAAS
John and Esther were the greatest.

LOLA VAN DAM
Yes they were. That’'s not what | neant.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| know what you neant. |’ m sad...and anxious...and
scar ed.

LOLA VAN DAM
Have you tal ked to Tommy since he left?

MARI AN DE HAAS
No.

LOLA VAN DAM
Witten?

MARI AN DE HAAS
No.

LOLA VAN DAM
Ch, sweeti e.

MARI AN DE HAAS
It’s not a big deal

LOLA VAN DAM
Mari an?

MARI AN DE HAAS
VWhat ?!

LOLA VAN DAM
Say what you want to those two old buzzards, but you
and | both know that the dress you bought in Des Mines
t oday was NOT about the nother daughter banquet.
(MARI AN smi | es know ngly)
Was it?

MARI AN DE HAAS
It’s been a long tine.

LOLA VAN DAM
Yes, it has.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
WIl he even renenber ne?

LOLA VAN DAM
What are you tal king about ?

MARI AN DE HAAS
It’s been twelve years. He lives in New York Gty and
goes to Broadway Galas and rubs.... whatever ... wth
gorgeous nodel s and actresses and. .

LOLA VAN DAM
You know, you’'re not the only young person to confide
in ne.

MARI AN DE HAAS
s that right?

LOLA VAN DAM
That’'s right. Now, | never, ever, ever betray a
confidence. Wien you told ne about that sucker you
stol e from Gossel i nks, do you renenber?

MARI AN DE HAAS
And you wal ked nme down there and nade nme confess and
give themtheir nickle?

LOLA VAN DAM
Yes, but | never said a word to anyone about that.

MARI AN DE HAAS
You didn’t have to. Ms. CGosselink told ny nother at
Bi bl e Study that night.

LOLA VAN DAM
That’ s beside the point. | REFUSED to speak to your
not her or anyone el se about the incident.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Thanks, Aunt Lol a.

LOLA VAN DAM
You' re welcone. My point it, |I don't betray
confidences. But | will tell you that a certain young
man, who shall remain nanel ess.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Namel ess?

LOLA VAN DAM
Yes, though I'Il tell you he used to |live next door to
you.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
Hm | wonder who that was?

LOLA VAN DAM
|’ mnot going to say. But this young man cane to your
Aunt Louis in tears.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Tears?

LOLA VAN DAM
Yes.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Thomas?

LOLA VAN DAM
|”mnot going to say his nane.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Ckay.

LOLA VAN DAM
He was in tears, and he wouldn’'t go into details. But,
he wanted to know if a girl goes to a dance with a boy.

MARI AN DE HAAS
A dance?

LOLA VAN DAM
A prom |let’s say.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Oh, god.

LOLA VAN DAM
Did that nean that she for sure |liked him

MARI AN DE HAAS
And you sai d?

LOLA VAN DAM
| told him"no." | told himthat girls sonetines nake
very stupid deci sions.

MARI AN DE HAAS
You can say that again.

LOLA VAN DAM
Mari an? Sweetie. You know you can trust ne.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
Yes, Aunt Lola. | know.

LOLA VAN DAM
Marian, wll you tell ne..

There is a shotgun bl ast off stage, and we hear
OLD MAN SCHULER from of f stage right.

OLD MAN SCHULER
The whole place is crawin’ with 'em

LOLA VAN DAM
Ch, lord. W better get in the house.

MARI AN DE HAAS

You got in the house. |’ m going horme.

OLD MAN SCHULER
X-ray delta this is Foxtrot Al pha. |1’ve |ost 'em again.
Over.

LOLA VAN DAM
Mari an?

MARI AN DE HAAS
It’s okay. Thanks, Aunt Lola. | |ove you.

LOLA VAN DAM
| |ove you too, sweetie. Call ne!

Scene 4

Lola enters into the house and MARI AN exits right
passi ng ARL and DEAN who enter just as OLD MAN
SCHULER enters fromstage left. He carries a

shot gun and has a backpack on. He sees DEAN and
ARL and i mmedi ately crouches down, naking a
gesture to tell themto do the sane. DEAN and ARL
obl i ge.

OLD MAN SCHULER
What in god’ s nane are you two doing out here. Don’t
you know Charlie is all over the place?

DEAN DE HAAS
W’ ve been all through here. W haven’'t seen anyone
named Charlie.

OLD MAN SCHULER
You boys with 2nd battalion?
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ARL VAN DAM
Yeah. Yeah. W were told to clear this area. It’s al
clear. The gooks are all gone.

CLD MAN SCHULER puts down his shotgun and takes
of f his back pack, he begins to runmage through it
eventual ly finding an inagi nary wal ki e-tal ki e.

DEAN DE HAAS
| don’t think you re supposed to call themthat.

ARL VAN DAM
VWhat's that?

DEAN DE HAAS
Gooks.

ARL VAN DAM
Not now we don’t! But back then you did.

DEAN DE HAAS

No | didn't. | never called oriental people gooks.

ARL VAN DAM
| didn’t nmean you you - | nean you we - the arny - back
in " Nam

DEAN DE HAAS
But I wasn’t in the arny, Arl. And neither were you!

OLD MAN SCHULER
X-Ray Delta this is Foxtrot Al pha. Hey shorty, | hooked
up with 2nd Battalion. They say this sector is al
cl ear, over.

DEAN DE HAAS
It’s all clear. No Charlie, uh, gooks, to worry about.
You can head back to your base.

ARL VAN DAM
Qur orders were to watch this area. You can go back
home, to your base, | nean.

OLD MAN SCHULER
Yeah, Shorty. |’ m headed back to base, over.

OLD MAN SCHULER st ands and ARL and DEAN f ol | ow,
groaning a bit at the effort required.

OLD MAN SCHULER ( CONT’ D)
Well, it looks |like some coll ege boy at HQ screwed
t hi ngs up again, sending us both out here.
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ARL VAN DAM
Sur e does.
DEAN DE HAAS
Hey, we’ve just been...oh, whattaya call it...relieved,
that’s it. W' ve been relieved of duty. How about we
t ake you back to base and then we’'ll catch a ride back

to our, whatchamacallit, uh, battalion.

OLD MAN SCHULER
Fine by ne. If Charlie shows up on the way back |I could
use a couple of extra guys.

DEAN begins to exit stage right, |eading OLD MAN
SCHULER

DEAN DE HAAS
| think you' re base is this way.

OLD MAN SCHULER
Yeah. Cone on, I’'Il buy you boys a beer when we get
back.

The men exit stage right.

ARL VAN DAM
(as he exits)
| was just wondering. Do you take a | ot of them drugs
back at your base?

DEAN DE HAAS
(fromoff stage)
ARL!

Scene 5

Lol a and BETTY peer through the screen door, then
slowly nake their way outside as they knowit’s
saf e.

LOLA VAN DAM
Looks |i ke the boys have it under control. They' |l get
hi m back hone and settled down.

BETTY DE HAAS
| swear, Betty, soneday that man is going to hurt
sonebody. Thank God he never has. He's done so well the
past few years. He hasn’t had a flashback for...I can’t
remenber the |ast one.

LOLA VAN DAM
Fourth of July parade four years ago.
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BETTY DE HAAS
Real | y?

LOLA VAN DAM
Yep. A d Man Schul er thought the clown that was
t hrowi ng out candy was throw ng hand grenades. He
junped off the fire truck and tackl ed Chuckl es.

BETTY DE HAAS
| don’t renenber that.

LOLA VAN DAM
On yeah! Broke his horn and everyt hing.

BETTY DE HAAS
Was he hurt?

LOLA VAN DAM
Oh no. Matt was on the fire truck too. Once he saw what
was happeni ng he got his dad back hone qui ck.

BETTY DE HAAS
VWhat about Chuckl es?

LOLA VAN DAM
He was fine. The horn was the only casualty.

BETTY DE HAAS
| wonder what caused himto go off again?

LOLA VAN DAM
It was probably Matt going crazy this week!

BETTY DE HAAS
Lol a.

LOLA VAN DAM
| bet it was. Matt is just as insane as his old man. |
swear, Betty, sonme days this little town nmakes ne so
crazy.

A car is heard pulling in and the engine cuts off.
Two car doors are opened and cl osed. BETTY
suddenly stiffens and Lola follows. BETTY | ooks at
Lola and there’s a nonment of realization. The two
wonen get up fromtheir chairs and silently

ti p-toe downstage until they can peer around the
house on the left.

BETTY DE HAAS
That’ s him
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LOLA VAN DAM
It is. Oh, Betty - he’'s not al one.

BETTY DE HAAS
You' re right.

LOLA VAN DAM
s he marri ed?

BETTY DE HAAS
No! John and Esther woul d have said sonet hi ng.

LOLA VAN DAM
Maybe he didn’'t tell them

BETTY DE HAAS
Tonmy woul dn’t do that. Besides she | ooks ol d.

LOLA VAN DAM
What’ s Marian gonna do when she finds out he’s married?

BETTY DE HAAS
Ch, | think she | ooked this way. Quick!

They quickly return to their chairs and try not to
| ook conspi cuous as they glance over at the house
on the left. THOVAS Prins and GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
enter fromstage left. THOVAS is about thirty. His
attire is "business casual" but well appointed.
GLADYS is in her forties or fifties, with big
hair, a |lot of nake-up and a thick New York Jew sh
accent. Her attire screans "New York". THOVAS
enters |lugging a huge, bright, heavy suitcase.
GLADYS follows with a snmall, black rolling
suitcase. The two of them are engaged in
conversation as they enter.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Ch ny god. And this is the house you grew up in?!

THOVAS PRI NS
Yes, G adys. This is where | grew up.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
It’s so quaint! | |ove |Iowal!

THOVAS PRI NS
Gve it some tinme, dadys. You ve only been here an
hour, and that was in the car.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
(1 ooking at the house)
It looks like that painting. You know, the guy with the
pitchfork and his ugly little wfe.
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THOVAS PRI NS
"American Gothic", Gadys. It’'s called "Anmerican
Got hi c".

THOVAS | ets the suitcase fall to the ground with a
thud. He is out of breath and | ooks up at the four
or five stairs leading to the door of the house as
if it’s Mount Everest.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Yeah. Yeah. The one Paul Newman uses on the | abel of
his sal ad dressing.

THOVAS PRI NS
" msure Paul’s Newman' s daughter is glad to know she’s
the "ugly one.”

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
It’s Paul Newmran, sweetie. Anyone next to Paul Newran
is the "ugly one’.

THOVAS PRI NS
(sizing up the ascent of the stairs)
kay, let's get this suitcase in the house.
(to GLADYS)
| told you this was just going to be a couple of days -
| could swear that you packed this nuch for our |ast
book tour.

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
| didn’t know what to wear in lowa, so | just packed it
all.
(looking at the little overnight
suitcase she is rolling)
| need to get one of these little things with the
wheel s. They're so nmuch easier.
THOVAS PRI NS
What you need is that husband you’'re always talking
about finding. Then he woul d be responsible for |ugging
your suitcase, not ne.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
The right man has never cone al ong, sweetie. Love's a
nysterious thing. Finding the right man is |ike finding
a good Jewish deli in... lowa. But, when | find him -
oy he’s not gonna know what hit him A suitcase with
the wheels on it, however, that | can find at Macy’s.

THOVAS PRI NS
They don’t make themthis big, dadys. For this, you
don’t need wheels, you need a forklift.
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GLADYS | SKOW TCH
(She notices the wonen next door - off
hand to THOVAS as she passes)
Quit conplaining, sweetie. Take it inside....HELLO

THOVAS PRI NS
G ady-. .. Dear god.

GLADYS crosses to Lola and BETTY with her hand

extended. GQLADYS is excited and thrilled |ike a
child I ooking at strange animals in the zoo for
the very first time. Lola and BETTY rise, snle
and nod with M dwestern deference.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Hell o! 1" m d adys.

BETTY DE HAAS
Hell o t here.

LOLA VAN DAM
How do you do?

THOVAS PRI NS
(foll ow ng behi nd, sheepishly)
H Ms. De Haas, Ms. Van Dam My | introduce G adys
| skowi t ch

BETTY DE HAAS
(W th sincere enpathy)
Chhh Tommy.

Betty wal ks over and gi ves THOVAS a hug, which he
graci ously accepts.

BETTY DE HAAS ( CONT' D)
" mso sorry about your folKks.

THOVAS PRI NS
Thanks, M's. De Haas.

BETTY DE HAAS
They were good people. It’s such a shane.

THOVAS PRI NS
Thanks.

BETTY DE HAAS
W' re glad you' re hone.

THOVAS PRI NS
Thanks. 1t’'s been a while.
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LOLA VAN DAM
We're so proud of you, Tomry. | nean really. Going off
and becomng a famobus witer and all. John and Est her
were so proud. W all are. 1’ve been keeping track of
all the awards and all.

THOVAS PRI NS
Thanks, M's. Van Dam

LOLA VAN DAM
(to BETTY)
Doesn’t he | ook good?

BETTY DE HAAS
He | ooks good.

THOMAS PRI NS
Thanks.

Awkwar d pause.

LOLA VAN DAM
(to GLADYS)
So, how | ong have you and Tomy. ..

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Si X years.

LOLA VAN DAM
Si x years?!

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Si x best years of ny life.

LOLA VAN DAM
Real | y?

THOVAS PRI NS
(under standi ng exactly what they are
t hi nki ng)
She’s ny agent, Ms. Van Dam

LOLA VAN DAM
Agent!? Chhhhhhhh, | see.

BETTY DE HAAS
She’ s his agent.

LOLA VAN DAM
Hi s agent.
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GLADYS | SKOW TCH
" m his agent.

There’ s anot her awkward pause.

THOVAS PRI NS
Well, we better get our luggage into the house.

LOLA VAN DAM
Ch, so you’'re staying with Tommy?

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
Yeah.

BETTY DE HAAS
In the house here.

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
Yeah.

THOVAS PRI NS
Vell, the Hebron Ritz Carlton was all booked up.

BETTY DE HAAS
We do have a guest room if you..

THOVAS PRI NS
(interrupting)
It’s okay Ms. De Haas.  adys can stay in the guest
room here in the house.

There is an awkward pause.

THOVAS PRI NS ( CONT' D)
You don’t have to worry about anything going on.

LOLA VAN DAM
Well, of course not.

BETTY DE HAAS
O course not. W weren’t thinking..

d adys is looking utterly confused.

LOLA VAN DAM
Well, Betty. We better get the rest of the ham buns
ready for the funeral.

BETTY DE HAAS
Yes. You're right.
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LOLA VAN DAM
(to GLADYS)
It was certainly nice neeting you

BETTY DE HAAS
Yes, nice neeting you.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
The pleasure’s mne. W' ll| be seeing you around, |I’'m
sure.

LOLA VAN DAM
Yes you will. W' re right next door.

THOVAS PRI NS
Cone on, d adys.

THOMAS ushers GLADYS over to the steps and begins
to haul the luggage into the house. They exit into
t he house.

BETTY DE HAAS
She’s staying in the house with him

LOLA VAN DAM
She’s his agent. He said so.

BETTY DE HAAS
But, how s that gonna | ook? He's single. She s single.
They’'re in the sanme house.

LOLA VAN DAM
How do you know she’s single?

BETTY DE HAAS
She wasn’t wearing a ring.

LOLA VAN DAM
Oh, Betty. They are adults. And, she’s obviously nuch
ol der than he is.

BETTY DE HAAS
|’msorry, but that’s just not right. John and Esther
woul d never of approved of that.

LOLA VAN DAM
You don’t know t hat.

BETTY DE HAAS
Come on, | better call Marian.

She begins to exit towards the house. Lol a
foll ows.
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LOLA VAN DAM
"1l finish up those hambuns. It sure is good to see
Tommy. |1’ m so proud of him

Scene 6

As they enter the house, ARL and DEAN enter from
where they' d exited.

DEAN DE HAAS
Vell, looky there. There’'s a car in John and Ester’s
dri veway.

ARL VAN DAM
Tommy nust have gotten here. | see he's driving one of

t hose Japanese cars.

DEAN DE HAAS
Well, that's probably not his car. He probably rented
it at the airport.

ARL VAN DAM
Oh, and they don’t have Anmerican cars at the airport?

DEAN DE HAAS
Maybe they were out.

ARL VAN DAM
(sarcastically)
Yeah. Right.

GLADYS exits the house and heads down the porch.
She exits in the direction of the car.

ARL VAN DAM ( CONT’ D)

Who' s that?!
DEAN DE HAAS
| don’t know. Looks |ike a woman.
ARL VAN DAM
O course it’s a worman! Tommy brought a woman honme with
hi n??

DEAN DE HAAS
Looks that way. She doesn’t |ook famliar.

ARL VAN DAM
Wll, I'll be. Gotta be an explanation for that.

DEAN DE HAAS
Expl anation for what?
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ARL VAN DAM
Bringing a woman hone. | thought it’d be a man.

DEAN DE HAAS
Ch, Arl. Tomy is not gay.

ARL VAN DAM
He writes plays.

DEAN DE HAAS
Shakespeare wote plays. He wasn’t gay.

ARL VAN DAM
How do you know? | read the other day that Shakespeare
never |ived.

DEAN DE HAAS
Well, whether he did or didn't live. He wote plays and
he wasn’t gay.

ARL VAN DAM
Vel |, Shakespeare wasn’t on Broadway. Tomy wites
pl ays on Broadway and they' re all gay on Broadway.

DEAN DE HAAS
Arl, | swear. Sonetinmes you...

GLADYS enters once agai n headed back to the house.
She sees ARL and DEAN

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Hel | ol

DEAN DE HAAS
Ch, hi there.

ARL VAN DAM
Hel | o.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
|’ m d adys | skow tch.

DEAN DE HAAS
Dean De Haas.

ARL VAN DAM
l"m Arl Van Dam Nice to neet you

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Nice to neet you. Are you the neighbors?
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DEAN DE HAAS
| am | |live next door here.

ARL VAN DAM
| live up the hill there. Next to Doc De Beer’s house.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Ch, that’s nice. Atown this size having your own
doct or.

ARL VAN DAM
Oh, we don’t have a doctor anynore. Doc De Beer died
about ten or twelve years ago. Comm tted suicide.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Oh.

DEAN DE HAAS
Yeah, good ol’ Doc. He was a good man. Had a probl em
wth the bottle, though.

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
He was an al coholic?

DEAN DE HAAS
Yeah, | don’'t know if you d say he was an al coholic -
at least not in the way you think. You know, staggering
around drunk.

ARL VAN DAM
He was a functioning drunk. He drank a lot, but it
didn't seemto inpair his judgnent rmnuch.

DEAN DE HAAS
At least, not until his wife died.

ARL VAN DAM
Yeah. It got worse after Hel en passed. Now, everyone
goes to the nedical clinic in Newton. That’'s the way it
is these days. Doctor’s gotta nmake all that noney, so
they stay away fromsnmall towns |ike Hebron. W gotta
drive up to Des Miines if you need a doctor these days.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Ch. (changing the subject) I think I met your w ves.
They were just out here.

DEAN DE HAAS
On yeah? Well | bet you did.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
We just got here. Thomas and nme. | left ny pills in the
car, so | had to cone out and get them
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ARL VAN DAM
Pills?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Yeah. Bl ood pressure. | got it fromny father’s side.
They were in the deli business. Too much red neat.

DEAN DE HAAS
So, you cane with Tommy, did you?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Yes. | didn't want himto be al one. You know, his
parents dying like that. So sudden, and all

ARL VAN DAM
It’s a tragedy.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
So, tragic. It’s awful.

DEAN DE HAAS
The whol e town’s broken up about it.

ARL VAN DAM
Have you known Tommy | ong?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Si x years we’ ve been together

DEAN DE HAAS
(l ooks at ARL; nmaking a point)
Si x years!

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Like I told your wives. The six best years of ny life.

DEAN DE HAAS
(still looking at ARL)
Is that right?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
He’'s the best client an agent could ask for.

ARL VAN DAM
(1 ooks at DEAN; maki ng a counterpoint)
Client?! Ch you' re his agent, or something?!

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Yeah. Yeah. Six years now. |’'Il never forget the day he
wal ked through ny door. Qut of the blue. I'mtelling
you, my career was on |life support. Show busi ness was
on ny nother’s side. Grandpa Weintein nmade a killing in
vaudeville. Made a killing in the Pokinos back in the



36.

GLADYS | SKON TCH . _ ,
day. By the tinme | got the famly business, it was two

months fromthe final curtain

DEAN DE HAAS
s that right?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
It was al nost over. Then Thomas Prins wal ked t hrough
t he door!

ARL VAN DAM
A real l|ifesaver, huh?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Ch ny gawd. Saved ny career. Changed ny |ife. He's such
a good boy.

ARL VAN DAM
Vell, he cones from good people. That’'s the way we grow
t hem here in Hebron.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
|"msure. Did you know his parents wel | ?

ARL VAN DAM
Al their |ives!

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Is that right?

DEAN DE HAAS
Vel |, people 'round here - they are usually from here.
We don’t get a lot of folks noving in. If anything,
peopl e are noving out. Goin’ to Des Mines or Chicago.
O in Tomry’ s case, New YorKk.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Everyone here calls him TOMW, don’'t they? Oh, | think
that’s so adorabl e.

ARL VAN DAM
Can’t seemto convince young people to stay these days.
Except Dean and Betty’s daughter, Marian. She and Tonmy
dat ed back in high school.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
s that right?

DEAN DE HAAS
Well, I"’mnot sure you could say they dated. They were
cl ose anyway.
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ARL VAN DAM
Does Tommy ever tal k about Marian?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
No. He never nentioned her.

ARL VAN DAM
Real | y?

THOMAS Prins steps out of the house, checking to
see what’ s taking GLADYS so | ong. He sees her

tal king to ARL and DEAN and heads right over to
rescue her.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
No. But that’s not surprising. Thomas has never been
t oo open about his private life.

ARL VAN DAM
That’'s interesting, because Tommy left town right after
Marian found out that...

THOVAS PRI NS
(i nterrupting)
H M. Van Dam M. De Haas.

ARL VAN DAM
Ch TOMW

DEAN DE HAAS
(extendi ng a hand)
Tomry. Wl cone hone! It’s great to see you

THOVAS PRI NS
It’s great to see you too.

ARL VAN DAM
(shaki ng THOVAS hand)
We're sure sorry about your folks.

THOVAS PRI NS
Thank you. | appreciate that.

DEAN DE HAAS
The whole town is broken up about it.

THOVAS PRI NS
Thank you.

ARL VAN DAM
It’Il be a big turn out at the funeral tonorrow
nmorni ng. There’'s a whol e caravan com ng down fromthe
fam ly canp up by Cedar Falls.
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DEAN DE HAAS
Your folks nmeant a lot to a | ot of people.

THOVAS PRI NS
| know. They were special.

There is an awkward sil ence.
Well, dadys. Your tea is ready. W' d better..

ARL VAN DAM
W were just telling dadys here about Marian

DEAN DE HAAS
(whi spering to ARL)

Arl.
THOVAS PRI NS

Real | y? What were you telling her.
ARL VAN DAM

Well, about how Marian and you..

DEAN DE HAAS
(i nterrupting)
Have you tal ked to Marian since you got back, Tonmy?

THOVAS PRI NS
No. | haven't. How is Mari an?

DEAN DE HAAS
She’s doin’ fine. She teaches up at the el enentary
school . Second grade.

THOVAS PRI NS

Real | y? That’s great. |I’msure she’s a great teacher
ARL VAN DAM
You shoul d see her daughter, Abby! Such a cute little
t hi ng.
THOVAS PRI NS

[’I] bet she is.

ARL VAN DAM
She’'s...what? How old is she, Dean?

DEAN DE HAAS
Arl. You know very well that Abby is al nost twelve.

ARL VAN DAM
Twel ve. That’'s right. Twelve. Let’s see...so you didn't
ever see Marian's girl, did you Tommy?
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THOVAS PRI NS
No. No, | didn't.

ARL VAN DAM
You were gone by the tine Abby was born.

THOMAS PRI NS
Yes, | was. But, |I’mguessing that I'lIl see Marian and
her daughter at the funeral tonorrow

DEAN DE HAAS
Sure! Marian and Abby | oved your fol ks. Esther was
al ways maki ng her |enon cake because she knew Abby
woul d drag her nom over for a piece.

THOVAS PRI NS
Momis | enon cake would do it. |I’mgonna mss that.
Well, I'll look forward to seeing Marian and her
daught er tonorrow.

DEAN DE HAAS
Alright then. Is there anything you need, Tomry?

THOVAS PRI NS
No. W’ re good.

ARL VAN DAM
You sure?

THOVAS PRI NS
|’ msure, Arl. But, thanks.

ARL VAN DAM
Well, you just let us know if we can do anyt hi ng.

THOVAS PRI NS
d adys, why don’t we go in before the tea gets col d.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Sur e, hon.

GLADYS foll ows THOVAS towards the house. ARL and
DEAN wat ch them going in.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH ( CONT’ D)
(as they get to the stairs)
Who' s Mari an? Everybody’ s tal ki ng about Mari an.

THOVAS PRI NS
(openi ng the porch door for her)
She was ny nei ghbor. And ny friend.
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GLADYS | SKOW TCH
(trails off as she goes in)
Real | y? Cause, |I'mgetting the feeling that those two
are thinking that...

THOMAS gives a |look and a smle to ARL and DEAN
and then follows GLADYS into the house.

DEAN DE HAAS
(shaking his head at ARL)
For Pete’'s sake, Arl. You have all the tact of an
atom ¢ bonb.

ARL VAN DAM
What ?! | was just making conversation. Don’t you want
to know i f Tommy is Abby’s dad?

DEAN DE HAAS
| f either Marian or Tommy had wanted us to know that,
they’'d have shared it a long tinme ago. It’s none of our
busi ness.

ARL VAN DAM

Well, it seens to ne that Abby ought to know who her
father is.

DEAN DE HAAS
Who di ed and put you in charge of what Abby ought to
know, Arl? You re just nmad ’'cause Tonmy noved away from
Hebron and becane all fanmous. As if everyone who ever
grew up here should stay here.

ARL VAN DAM
And what would be wong with that? So Tommy is a great
witer. W all know that he is. So, why doesn’'t he stay
here in Hebron and wite. W haven’t had a newspaper in
twenty years. People mght |ike that.

DEAN DE HAAS
And Tommy m ght |ike to nake enough noney to |ive on.
There are 312 people in Hebron, Arl. It’s not exactly a
newspaper publisher’s dream

ARL VAN DAM
There’s 318 people in Hebron to be exact and naybe if
we had a paper, nore people would stay here.

DEAN DE HAAS
Oh yeah. That’'d make 'em stay. Live in Hebron. W have
a newspaper. You're nuts, Arl. Cone on, we better |et
the girls know we’'re hone safe. Betty probably thinks
we got our heads shot off in Vietnam
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Scene 7

ARL and DEAN exit into DEAN and BETTY' s house.
There is a beat. THOVAS wal ks out onto the porch.
He is holding a cup of tea. He gives a quick
glance to see if the coast is clear of DEAN and
ARL. GLADYS wal ks out behind himwth a cup of
tea. They sit on the porch together.

THOVAS PRI NS
That’ s better. Sorry, dadys. It’s nicer out here.
W'l have to give the air conditioner a chance to coo

things off. My dad was tight fisted ol’ Dutchman. He
al ways turned the air off when he and nomleft the
house. It’s obviously been shut up for a few days.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
That’ s okay, hon. | |like the fresh air.

THOVAS pul |l s a pack of cigarettes out and holds it
as if he’s going to snoke it.

GLADYS | SKON TCH ( CONT’ D)
Speaki ng of fresh air, | thought you gave up snoking.

THOMVAS PRI NS

| did give up snoking. | just haven’t given up on the
i dea of snoki ng.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH

The idea of snoking. Oy. | can’t wait to hear this.
THOVAS PRI NS
What ? There's nothing to hear. | know snoking is bad

for you, but there are so many things about snoking
that | think are good for you

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Here we go. Now snoking is good for you. Wiat can
possi bly be good about snoking?

THOVAS PRI NS
A handful of tines each day | stop for a few mnutes to
have a snoke. Whatever I'’mdoing, | stop. | rest. It’s
good for ne to stop and think once in a while rather
t han constantly doing, doing, doing. Life flies so
fast. Alittle rest is a good thing.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
There are other ways to do that.
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THOVAS PRI NS
Yeah, but nobody does it unless they have a reason to
do it.

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
Is that it?

THOVAS PRI NS
No. Then there’'s the fraternity.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
The fraternity of snokers?

THOVAS PRI NS
Absol utely. Go anywhere in the world at any tinme of day
or night and pull out a cigarette. Not only are you
imredi ately identified as a nenber of the fraternity,
but it’s likely that you are about to actually neet a
conpl ete stranger nerely because of the fact that you
snoke. "Buddy, can | get a light?" "Hey there, can
bum a snoke off of you?" Not to nention the shared
experience of standing outside in a bone chilling
winter wind to have a snoke at the sane tinme. You're
conrades. You' re survivors. You' re brothers and
sisters. You tal k. You | augh together. You have five
m nutes to get to know one another while you enjoy a
cigarette. Snmoking is fell owship. Snmoking is community.
Snoki ng could be the answer to world peace.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
And, snoking will KILL you.

THOVAS PRI NS
Way are we so convinced that |ongevity is the holy
grail? So |l live to be a hundred. Is that such a great

deal if the last fifteen years are spent in a nursing
home not knowing who | amwhile ny famly pines away in
guilt that they hate coming to see ne?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Oh, so now snoking is virtuous because it’s saving your
famly fromguilt?

THOVAS PRI NS
And noney.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Dear god.

THOVAS PRI NS
Look, all I"'msaying is that long life isn't
necessarily good |ife.
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GLADYS | SKOW TCH
| can’t believe |I'’mhearing this. Your parents just
died a tragic, premature death. Wuldn't you do
anything to have nore tine with them

THOVAS PRI NS
Yes. Yes, | would. But, you know what? My nom used to
al ways say that she hoped that when the time cane, they
woul d go quick. She didn’'t want either herself or dad
to slowy waste away in a nursing hone. That’'s the way
she was. She didn’'t want to be a burden to her only

son. So, you're right. 1'd give anything for even one
nore day with both of them but in the end ny nom got
her w sh.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
So, your nother would be okay with you snoking so you
can die an early death and won’t be a burden on your

| oved ones.
THOVAS PRI NS
Hey, |’ mnot defending snoking. | quit! I’mjust saying

t hat not everything about snoking is bad.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH

So you're still saying snoking is good?

THOVAS PRI NS
A adys, you're twisting ny words. But, just to irritate
you further 1’'lIl argue that it is debatable. Snoking is

pl easurable. It gives ne blissful nonments of rest each
day. It gives ne a world-wde fraternity of brothers
and sisters. It introduces ne to amazing characters,
some of whom have ended up in ny plays and have nade
you plenty of noney.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
So now |’ mindebted to snoking for nmy paycheck? What am
|, Phillip Morris? Snoking kills you. It gives you
enphysema. It gives you black lung. It causes cancer.
It | eaves you stooped over hacking up your lungs while
you wheel your little bottle of oxygen down the
hospi tal hal |l way.

THOVAS PRI NS
Good poi nt.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Wth your bare, bony butt sticking out the back of your
hospital gown for the whole world to see.
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THOVAS PRI NS
Yeah, | get it.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
You shoul da seen ny Uncle Ira. Ira Iskow tch. Weeling
hi s oxygen bottle down the nursing home hallway wth
his pasty white butt cheeks sticking out for his ten
year ol d niece to see.

THOVAS PRI NS
Must have been awf ul .

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
You have no i dea.

THOVAS PRI NS
|’msure | don’t. Anyway,...like |I said, | gave up
snmoking. | just haven’t given up the idea of it.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
So now you sit outside with your unlit cigarette.

THOVAS PRI NS
And pretend |’ m snoki ng.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
You're nental. For such a sweet boy, you' re a conplete
mental case. Fine, pretend to snoke. | just want you
around on this earth as long as possible. 1'd rather
visit you in the nursing hone with Al zheinmers than the
hospital with [ung cancer.

THOVAS PRI NS
You just want ne around because you don’t have a
husband and I'mthe only one who will drag your
sui tcase across the country for you. You' d rather
keep witing so you get your conm ssion. And, you' Il be
| ong gone before |I get Alzheiners or Lung Cancer.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Oy. You know how to break it gently to a | ady. And
speaki ng of not being married, it’s no wonder you
haven’t found Ms. R ght.

ARL Van Dam and DEAN De Haas wal k out of the De
Haas house SL and begin wal king forward. They are
t al ki ng.

DEAN DE HAAS
Alright, nmother. W will. Back in a second.
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ARL VAN DAM
How many, do you think?

DEAN DE HAAS
She thinks two dozen ought to be enough.

ARL VAN DAM
(to THOVAS and GLADYS)
Hel | o agai n!

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Hel | o.

ARL VAN DAM
Everything all right wth the house?

THOVAS PRI NS
It’s a little warminside. | think the folks turned off
the air conditioner before they left. We're letting it
cool off.

ARL VAN DAM
(to DEAN)
We shoul d have thought of that. O course John and
Esther turned the air off. John was so tight he turned
the air off when they went for a walk. God rest his
soul. Sorry, Tommy, | didn’t mean to speak ill of the,
wel | you know.

THOVAS PRI NS
Don’t worry about it. Dad was al ways proud of his
frugality.

DEAN DE HAAS
Well, why don't the two of you go on in the house with
Betty and Lola. It’s nice in there. Make yourself at
hone.

THOVAS PRI NS
Thanks, M. De Haas, but we’re fine. It’s nice out here
and the house is probably already cool ed off.

DEAN DE HAAS
Suit yourself. The wonen are sending us to the store
for some nore buns. Betty' s afraid we’re not going to
have enough.

THOVAS PRI NS
(1 ooki ng at wat ch)
|s Gosselink’s still open?
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DEAN DE HAAS
They close at five, but Betty called Herman, and he’s
going to neet us down there.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH

A Store? | should go. | need a bagel for breakfast in
the norning. Bad things happen if | don’t have ny
bagel .

DEAN DE HAAS
You're wel cone to cone along. I’'Il show you around Main
Street.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Oh that’d be nice.

GLADYS stands and heads down the steps.

ARL VAN DAM
(to DEAN)
You go on ahead to the store. I'’mgonna talk to Tomy
for a bit.
DEAN DE HAAS
Al right then. Cone on, dadys. I'll give you the grand

tour. Shouldn’t take too |ong.
Scene 8

GLADYS and DEAN exit. ARL steps up and sits next
to THOVAS on the steps, he notices the cigarette
in THOMAS hand.

ARL VAN DAM
You a snoker, Tomry?

THOVAS PRI NS
No. Not any nore.

ARL VAN DAM
| suppose you know your dad used to like a cigarette
now and then. Kids always know their parents secrets

THOVAS PRI NS
Yes. He used to keep his stash of cigarettes in the
shed. He used to al ways head out to work in the shed
after dinner. Mom never said a word.

ARL VAN DAM
Ch, | think your nom gave himan earful fromtine to
time, but she’d stay quiet in front of you. She
woul dn’t want to admt it in case you didn't know. But
of course, you did know because kids always know the
secrets of their parents.
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THOVAS PRI NS
Li ke the fact that you and dad and M. De Haas woul d
nmeet in the shed to have a little nip at the bottle of
Add Cowin the bottomdrawer of dad s tool cabinet.

ARL VAN DAM
(nmocking incredulity)
| don’t know what you’' re tal king about.

THOVAS PRI NS
(1 aughs)
|”m sure you don’t.

ARL VAN DAM
So, how ya doin’ Tomy?

THOVAS PRI NS
| " mdoing alright, Arl.

ARL VAN DAM
It’s a shane about your folks.

THOVAS PRI NS
Yeah. Thanks. Sudden.

ARL VAN DAM
Must be strange to be back here in little ol’ Hebron
after spending all themyears in the Big Apple.

THOVAS PRI NS
Yeah. | guess. In sone ways it feels like it’s been
forever, but in other ways it feels like a confortable
ol d sweater that you pull on each fall. You haven’'t

worn it for a long tinme, but it’'s as famliar as the
last tinme you pulled it off.

ARL VAN DAM
Yeah. There’s sonething special about the little town.
A lot’s changed since you |left, though.

THOVAS PRI NS
Not many busi nesses |eft uptown.

ARL VAN DAM
No. Not many. Cafe still does okay. Gosselink's is
still open for now, but Herman’s been trying to sell it

for the past few years and no one’s interested. I1t’ 1|
probably close up when he retires.

THOVAS PRI NS
What happened to the Farm and Home store?
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ARL VAN DAM
Sam DeCook bought it, but then figured it was better to
conbine it with the store in Cedar. So, we have to
drive over there.

THOVAS PRI NS
Makes you sad, doesn't it, Arl?

ARL VAN DAM
| just don’t get it. The |land around here has been
growing a lot nore than corn and beans for severa
generations. It’'s growm famlies. Good people and good
honest busi nesses that kept the community goi ng. Now,
everyone wants bigger and faster and nore crap than
they could possibly need. | don't get it.

Thomas listens silently. A beat.

ARL VAN DAM ( CONT’ D)
What about you, Tommy?

THOVAS PRI NS
VWhat about nme?

ARL VAN DAM
Weren’t you going to be a mnister? You were al ways
tal ki ng about that back in the day. You know, before
you graduated. You were going to go to semi nary and
cone back and pastor the church here.

THOVAS PRI NS
| don’t know what to tell you, Arl. That was the path
that | thought I was going to take when | left, but I
suddenly found nyself in a different place than
intended. | wote a script as part of a class at
school. | found | had a passion for it. The script
woul d up at the National contest, won an award and
suddenly | was a witer.

ARL VAN DAM
You ever think you'll be a mnister?

THOVAS PRI NS
Who says |’ m not?

ARL VAN DAM
Cone on. You know what | nean. A mnister for real.
Sem nary trained and official.

THOVAS PRI NS
M nisters aren’t made by seminaries, Arl. If they were,
then Jesus and all twelve disciples wouldn’t have made
t he grade.
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ARL VAN DAM
So you think you're a mnister?

THOVAS PRI NS
| f your definition of mnistry is being pastor of a
church, then you ve got God crammed into a really snal
box.

ARL VAN DAM
So, what you're saying is the way you see it you're a
mnister with these plays you wite.

THOVAS PRI NS
Have you read any of ny plays, Arl?

ARL VAN DAM
No. Do they tal k about Jesus?

THOVAS PRI NS
No, but | hope they reveal him What did Jesus talk
about in public? Farners, fields, fathers, sons, and
wor kers. He spoke truth in sinple little word pictures.
I1’d like to think that | follow that exanple.

ARL VAN DAM
You got an interesting way of |ooking at things, Tommy.

THOVAS PRI NS
So do you, Arl.

ARL VAN DAM
Well, that’s too bad.

THOVAS PRI NS
s it?

ARL VAN DAM
Yeah. Qur little church is gonna need a pastor.
Preacher is noving at the end of the summer. Going to a
church up in Mnnesota. W had a hard tinme finding him
No one wants to take a church Iike ours any nore.

BETTY and Lol a enter out of the DeVries house.
They are tal king and BETTY carries a watering can.

BETTY DE HAAS
(to Lol a)
Don’t you worry about it, Lola. It won't take ne |ong
to finish the ham buns.

LOLA VAN DAM
Are you sure? | don’t want you to have to do it all by
your sel f.
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BETTY DE HAAS
I’mfine. Go on hone.

ARL VAN DAM
Hel | o, | adi es.

LOLA VAN DAM
| thought you went with Dean to Gossel i nks?

ARL VAN DAM
Nope. Dean took Tommy’s lady friend. | stayed back to
talk to Tomry a bit.

LOLA VAN DAM
Vell, we better go honme, Arl. 1’ve got to finish
laundry if we’'re going to have clothes for the funeral
t onor r ow.

ARL VAN DAM
Alright. Good talking to you, Tomy!

THOMAS PRI NS
You too, Arl.

LOLA VAN DAM
It’s nice to see you, Tommy.

THOVAS PRI NS
You too, Ms. Van Dam

ARL VAN DAM
See you in the norning!

ARL and Lol a exit.

BETTY DE HAAS
You doi ng okay, Tommy? Is there anything you need?

THOVAS PRI NS
I’mfine. The house should be cooled off by now I
better go in and unpack.

BETTY DE HAAS
Well, if there’'s anything you need, you just call

THOVAS PRI NS
Thanks. | appreciate that.
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Scene 9

THOVAS enters the house as BETTY proceeds to water
sone of the plants outside her house. After a
beat, MARI AN enters. She is wearing a dress.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Hey nom

BETTY DE HAAS
H sweetie. You | ook nice.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Thanks. This is one of the dresses | got in Des Mines.

BETTY DE HAAS
Oh, you just mssed Tomry. He went inside five seconds
ago. Let ne go knock on the door...

MARI AN DE HAAS
NO not her!

BETTY DE HAAS
Don’t you want to see hinf

MARI AN DE HAAS
No! I nean, yes I1'd like to see him but not right now.
| didn’t come over here to see Thonas.

BETTY DE HAAS
Then what did you cone over for?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Because. ..l wanted to borrow. ..that little travel
steamer of yours. To steamny dress for the funeral.

BETTY DE HAAS
You canme over to borrow ny travel steamer? | could have
sent it home with Abby.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Yes, but | wanted to get it done now.

BETTY DE HAAS
So you put on a pretty dress to cone over and borrow ny
travel steaner.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Mot her !

BETTY DE HAAS
Alright. Alright. 1'Il go get it.
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BETTY exits into the house. MARI AN stares for a
nonent at the Prins house. She wal ks slowy over
towards the house and | ooks tries to

i nconspi cuously peek in the windows to catch a
glinpse of Thomas. In a nonent DEAN DeVRI ES and
GLADYS | SKOWN TCH. They are carrying grocery sacks.
They silently stop to see MARI AN | ooki ng and wat ch
for a nonent.

DEAN DE HAAS
(suddenl y)
Vell, Hello there sweeti el
MARI AN DE HAAS

(startled, caught)

Daddy! Ch, hi! You, um startled ne.

DEAN DE HAAS
VWhat cha doin’ sweets?

MARI AN DE
Not hi

HAAS

ng.
(she notices GLADYS)

DEAN DE HAAS

Thi s
MARI AN DE

Is dadys |Iskowtch.
HAAS

Hel | o.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
How do you do?

DEAN DE HAAS
She’s Tommy’' s agent.

MARI AN DE
Very

HAAS
nice to neet you

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH

It’s

nice to neet you, too.

DEAN DE HAAS
W' ve just been down to CGosselink’s. Mther needed nore

buns

MARI AN DE

for the funeral and d adys needed sone bagel s.

HAAS
(surprised by the notion)

D d they have bagel s?

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH

Yes.

Well, kind of. They aren’t Kosher, but hey - no

one’s perfect.
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MARI AN DE HAAS

|’msorry. | hope that’s okay.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
It’s alright honey. God will understand, |'’msure. My
rabbi, well - we won't tell him

DEAN DE HAAS
d adys is Jew sh.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Thanks, dad. 1’mglad you explained it for ne.

DEAN DE HAAS
Have you seen Tommy?

MARI AN DE HAAS
No. No. I'msure he’s inside resting. |’msure you' re
both tired fromyour travel.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Vell, let nme go get him |I'msure he'd like to see...

MARI AN DE HAAS
NO No, that’'s fine. | think he probably needs his
rest.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Are you sure?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Very sure.

Ankwar d beat .

DEAN DE HAAS
Marian is a school teacher.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Is that right?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Yes. | teach second grade.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Isn’t that nice.

MARI AN DE HAAS
s this your first tinme in |owa.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
It is. First tinme. I've traveled all over the country
wth Tormy on his publicity tours and all, but nostly
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GLADYS | SKON TCH o .
it’s in the big cities. You know. Chicago, Los Angel es,

San Franci sco.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| " m sure.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
But, never to lowa. | guess lowa isn't real big on
t heatre.

MARI AN DE HAAS
No. We're big on farns.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Ch yes! | can snell.

DEAN DE HAAS
Vel l, we have plays in the schools and things. The high
school does one every year.

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
Oh, of course.

DEAN DE HAAS
VWhat was that play the kids did at the high school |ast
year ?

MARI AN DE HAAS
(enbarrassed)
"The C unmsy Custard Horror Show...

DEAN DE HAAS
That was it!

MARI AN DE HAAS
...and lce Cream Cl one Review. "

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
Oh. Well, isn't that nice.

DEAN DE HAAS
Have you seen that one, d adys?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
It nust have m ssed Broadway.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Shocki ng.

DEAN DE HAAS
It was a good one. | also liked the one they did..
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MARI AN DE HAAS
(i nterrupting)
Daddy, |'msure Gadys is tired after her long trip
Wiy don’t we let her go in and get sonme rest.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Are you sure you don’t want to see Tommy? |I’||l go get
hi m

MARI AN DE HAAS
No, really. | need to get Abby and get home. 1’1l see
himat the Funeral tonorrow.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Are you sure?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Very sure. Thank you. It was very nice to neet you

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
The pleasure is all mne, dear. And, thank you, Dean,
for the tour of your little town.

DEAN DE HAAS
Quite alright, dadys. You enjoy sone rest. |’msure
we'll see you tonorrow if not before.

GLADYS enters the Prins house as DEAN and MARI AN
wal k over towards the | awn chairs as BETTY exits
fromthe DeVries house and joins them

MARI AN DE HAAS
Daddy! Seri ously!

DEAN DE HAAS
What ?!

MARI AN DE HAAS
"The Cl unsy Custard Horror Show?"

DEAN DE HAAS
VWhat about it?

MARI AN DE HAAS
A adys is an AGENT. From NEW YORK. BROADVWAY!

DEAN DE HAAS
VWhat ? | was just pointing out that we have plays right
here in Hebron.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Ch ny gosh, daddy. You are so enbarrassing.
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BETTY DE HAAS
What’ s up?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Not hi ng not her.

BETTY DE HAAS
Here's the travel steanmer you wanted. | had to hunt for
it. It was stuck in an old picnic basket in the cellar.
(she gl ares at DEAN)

DEAN DE HAAS
What ?! Well | wonder who woul d have put it in there?

BETTY hands the steaner to MARI AN who | ooks at it,
suddenly renenbering she’d asked for it.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Oh...right...thanks.

BETTY DE HAAS
(to DEAN)
WIIl you go in and put those buns on the counter, dear?

DEAN DE HAAS
Surely wll.

BETTY DE HAAS
Thank you. And tell Abby to start cleaning up. Her
not her’s here to pick her up.

DEAN DE HAAS
Not a problemat all.

DEAN exits into the house | eaving MARI AN and
BETTY. In the Prins house, THOVAS appears in the
door and begins to open it. Seeing BETTY and

MARI AN t al ki ng, he quickly slips back just inside
t he house. He watches and |istens frominside the
screen door.

BETTY DE HAAS
Marian. Just go over there and talk to him

MARI AN DE HAAS
Stop it nother. | don’'t care about about Thomas Prins.

BETTY DE HAAS
(1 ooks knowi ngly at her daughter)
Real | y.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
Really. |Is Abby ready? W shoul d go.

BETTY DE HAAS
Abby is fine. She’'s still playing with ny nmake up. 1’11
cl ean up her face and send her honme in a bit.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Fi ne.

MARI AN turns to | eave. She is stopped by her
not her’ s gentl e, conmandi ng voi ce.

BETTY DE HAAS
Mari an.

MARI AN DE HAAS
(st ops)
What ?

BETTY DE HAAS
What happened between you and Tonmy?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Not hi ng.

BETTY DE HAAS
We both know that’s not true. Listen, dear, your father
and | have never asked you about it. W’ ve respected
your privacy.

MARI AN DE HAAS
And | appreciate that nother. | w sh you would conti nue
respecting ny privacy.

BETTY DE HAAS
W | ove you.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| know.

BETTY DE HAAS
We woul d never do anything to hurt you.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| know t hat.

BETTY DE HAAS
So, why can’t you just let us help you.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| don’t need your help nother. There is nothing wong.



58.

BETTY DE HAAS
Conme on, WMari an.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| amjust fine. Why can’t anyone understand that?

BETTY DE HAAS
Who i s Abby's father?

MARI AN DE HAAS
(Shocked by the question)
What ?!

BETTY DE HAAS
| know |’ ve never asked you that before.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Mot her !

BETTY DE HAAS
Was it Tommy?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Ch, npbm

BETTY DE HAAS
Was it Matt?

MARI AN DE HAAS
(Shakes her head. She is crying.)
It’s not inportant.

BETTY DE HAAS
No?

MARI AN DE HAAS
NO

BETTY DE HAAS
Then why are you crying?

MARI AN st ands shaking her head for a |long, silent
monment as a silent battle is wages inside her.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| " m going hone. WIIl you please send Abby.

BETTY DE HAAS
I will.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Thanks.
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MARI AN begins to exit, but stops at her nother’s
voi ce. She does not | ook back at her.

BETTY DE HAAS
Mari an.

MARI AN DE HAAS
VWhat ?!

BETTY DE HAAS
|’msorry. | didn’t nean to push.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| know.

BETTY DE HAAS
| love you.

Scene 10

MARI AN exits w thout responding. Betty | ooks after
her for a nonent, then exits into the house. Once
i nsi de, THOVAS steps out of the house from behind
t he screen door where he’'s been listening. He is
hol ding a cup of tea. He stares off SR where
Marian exited, then sits down on the porch and
pulls a cigarette out, holding it as though he’'s
snoki ng, but not lighting it. ABBY now exits the
DeVri es house.

ABBY DE HAAS
(to her grandparents w thin)
| LOVE YOU TOO SEE YOU TOMORROW

ABBY starts across the | awn and spots THOVAS, who
is looking at her. She smles and waves at him He
sm | es and waves back. She wal ks over to him

ABBY DE HAAS ( CONT’ D)
Hel | o.

THOVAS PRI NS
Hel | o.

ABBY DE HAAS
| m Abby.

THOVAS PRI NS
| guessed that. You re Marian’s daughter aren’t you?

ABBY DE HAAS
Yes.
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THOVAS PRI NS
How do you do, Abby. It’s a pleasure to neet you. My
name i s Thonas.

ABBY DE HAAS
| know. But, Grandna and G andpa call you Tommy.

THOVAS PRI NS
You are right. They do.

ABBY DE HAAS
Wy ?

THOVAS PRI NS
Wll, that’s what they called ne when | was your age
and that’s what they still call ne.

ABBY DE HAAS
Does it bother you?

THOVAS PRI NS
Does it bother you when they call you Abby, or would
you prefer Abigail.

ABBY DE HAAS
Nobody calls ne Abigail

THOVAS PRI NS
Wul d you like to be?

ABBY DE HAAS
| don’t know.

THOVAS PRI NS
VWll, Abigail, how about | try it and you can tell ne
what you think?

ABBY DE HAAS

(del i ght ed)
Okay. But, you didn’'t answer ny question. Does it
bot her you that people still call you Tomy?

THOVAS PRI NS
In sonme ways, | guess | do. But, | understand it, so |
don't let it bother ne.

ABBY DE HAAS
Under st and what ?

THOVAS PRI NS
Well, I know sonetinmes grown ups don't |like things to
change. They like things to stay the way they are. By
calling me Tonmy, they remenber the kid that | was.
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ABBY DE HAAS
But you're not a Kkid.

THOVAS PRI NS
No. But, | like to think there’'s a part of nme that’s
still like a kid. I don"t want to grow up conpl etely.

ABBY DE HAAS
Li ke Peter Pan?

THOVAS PRI NS
Yeah. Li ke Peter Pan.

ABBY DE HAAS
Sonetinmes | think that G andma and Grandpa don’t want
me to grow up.

THOVAS PRI NS
Yeah? \What nmakes you say that?

ABBY DE HAAS
They don’t want ne to get ny ears pierced.

THOVAS PRI NS
What does your nom say?

ABBY DE HAAS
She says | can when |’ mtwel ve.

THOVAS PRI NS
That’s not too long now, is it?

ABBY DE HAAS
Seens |i ke forever

THOVAS PRI NS
Yeah. That’s another reason grownups don’t |ike things
to change?

ABBY DE HAAS
What do you nean?

THOVAS PRI NS
When you’'re al nost twelve, a few nonths feels |ike
forever. The ol der you get, the nore it seens like life
goes faster and faster. "Tine flies," is what we adults
al ways say. So, we try to find ways to try and slow it
down. Like calling adults by kids nanmes. O, trying to
keep your grandkid fromgetting her ears pierced.

ABBY DE HAAS
That’ s stupid. Wy?
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THOVAS PRI NS
| think maybe it’'s because the faster tine seens to
fly, the nore we have to face a really scary truth.

ABBY DE HAAS
VWhat's that?

THOVAS PRI NS
We're going to die.

(a beat)

ABBY DE HAAS
Li ke John and Est her ?

THOVAS PRI NS
Yes.

ABBY DE HAAS
John and Esther were your nom and day, weren't they?

THOVAS PRI NS
Yes.

ABBY DE HAAS
Are you sad?

THOVAS PRI NS
Yes, Abby. | am

ABBY DE HAAS
You don’t seem sad.

THOVAS PRI NS
Are you upset that your nmom and grandma won’t |et you
get your ears pierced.

ABBY DE HAAS
Yes.

THOVAS PRI NS
You don’t seem upset.

ABBY DE HAAS
(laughs, the nocks being really mad)
Vel |l nmaybe | should act MORE UPSET!

THOVAS PRI NS
(chuckl es, then nocks sadness)
Well, maybe | should act a little nore sad.

MATT SCHULER enters fromright.
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SCHULER

Vell, well, well. if it’s not Tormy Prins.

THOVAS PRI NS

MATT

H WMatt.

SCHULER
Honmecomi ng for Hebron's resident nerd.

THOVAS PRI NS

MATT

Nice to see you too.
SCHULER

(1 ooks at ABBY)
Hey, Abby.

Abby does not respond.

THOVAS PRI NS

MATT

How s it going, Matt?

SCHULER
Good.

THOVAS PRI NS

MATT

ABBY

MATT

ABBY

MATT

What are you up to these days?

SCHULER
Not hi ng. Hey Abby, speaking of honmecom ngs, did THOVAS
here tell you about homecom ng our senior year in high
school ?

DE HAAS
(per pl exed)
No.

SCHULER

Honeconi ng. That was the year we nade it to the state
quarter finals and I was first teamall state. Your nom
and | were honmeconi ng king and queen. Did you know

t hat ?

DE HAAS
No.

SCHULER

We beat Garwood 42 to nothing. | rushed for 183 yards
that night and scored five of our six touchdowns. Later
that year your nomand | were Prom King and Queen. D d
she tell you that?
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ABBY DE HAAS
No.

MATT SCHULER
W went to promtogether, and we had an AVWESOVE ni ght.
Do you renenber that Tomry?

THOMVAS PRI NS
No.

MATT SCHULER
Oh, THAT' S RIGHT. You weren't there. What did you do
t hat ni ght?

THOMAS PRI NS
| don’t know, Matt. | don't recall

MATT SCHULER
Yeah. You were probably sitting at hone witing your
little plays.

THOVAS PRI NS
| didnt wite plays in high school. | started when
was in college.

MATT SCHULER
Where’s your nmom Abby?

ABBY DE HAAS
She’ s gone.

MATT SCHULER
Gone where? Gone hone?

ABBY DE HAAS
(dead pan serious)
She noved to Canada. I'mliving with Grandpa and
Grandna now.

MATT SCHULER
(makes a face)
Funny. | think 1'll go over and see her. How | ong you
staying in town, Tomy?

THOVAS PRI NS

| fly back to New York day after tonorrow.
MATT SCHULER

Good. |1’ m gonna go check on Marian. See ya.

MATT exits. ABBY and THOVAS wat ch hi m go.
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ABBY DE HAAS
He's weird.

THOVAS PRI NS
(staring off after MATT)
You know how | told you that as you get ol der tine
begins to fly?

ABBY DE HAAS
Yeah.

THOVAS PRI NS
Well, there are sone people for whomtine conpletely
stops - right about high school.

A beat .

ABBY DE HAAS
Can | ask you a question?

THOVAS PRI NS
Sur e.

ABBY DE HAAS
Are you ny dad?

LI GATS TO BLACK. END OF ACT
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ACT ||
Scene 1

ACT Il It is late afternoon, the follow ng day. As
the lights come up there is conversati on happening
as THOVAS, GLADYS, DEAN, BETTY, Lola, and ARL al
enter. BETTY and Lola are carrying containers with
| eftovers fromthe funeral |unch. They gather
around the |lawn chairs center.

LOLA VAN DAM
(presenting | eftovers)
Now, Tomy, we’ve got all these leftovers fromthe
funeral. You ve got to take them

THOVAS PRI NS
Lola. Seriously. W're flying back to New York
tomorrow. There's nore food there than we could eat in
a nont h.

LOLA VAN DAM
It’s tradition. The famly always has to take the
leftovers. It'Il be there if you want a m dni ght snack
t oni ght .

THOVAS PRI NS
There are |li ke two dozen ham buns there, and |’ mthe
only one who’s going to eat them

LOLA VAN DAM
A adys doesn’t |ike han

There is an awkward nonent as everyone is afraid
of admitting the obvious to Lol a.

LOLA VAN DAM ( CONT’ D)
What ?
(to GLADYS)
Is it a food allergy?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
|"m Jewi sh, dear. Jews don't eat ham

LOLA VAN DAM
Real | y?

ARL VAN DAM

(grabbing the sandw ches from Lol a)
n Add Testanent thing. Cone on, Lola, let’s put
ood in John and Esther’s fridge for Tomy.

It’s a
this f

ARL and Lol a take the food from BETTY and take it
into the Prins house.
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LOLA VAN DAM
kay.
(to ARL as they enter the house)
| don’t get it. What’s wong with hanf?

BETTY DE HAAS
(to GLADYS)
|’msorry, dadys. | hope you'll forgive ny sister. W
don’t have a lot of Jew sh people conme through Hebron.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Oh, it's alright.

DEAN DE HAAS
What about Di ck Rosberg who lived in Doc De Beer’'s
house?

BETTY DE HAAS
He was Swedi sh.

DEAN DE HAAS
Rosberg i s SWEDI SH?

BETTY DE HAAS
Yes, dear.

DEAN DE HAAS
Wel |, what do you know about that?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH

Vell, we can’'t all be perfect.
THOVAS PRI NS
Thanks for everything, to both of you. | appreciate al

you’ ve done in helping with the funeral and taking care
of the house and yard.

BETTY DE HAAS
Oh, it’s no problem

DEAN DE HAAS

No problem tall. What are neighbors for?
THOVAS PRI NS
Well, | appreciate it.

DEAN DE HAAS
Do you know what you plan to do with the place?

THOVAS PRI NS
(consi ders)
No. | don’'t know.
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BETTY DE HAAS
Oh, of course you don't. It’s all too soon. You just
take your tine. There's no rush. Dean and I w Il be
happy to keep our eye on the place and keep things up.

THOVAS PRI NS
Thank you. | think | better go in and nake sure Arl and
Lola are finding roomin the fridge. As usual, nom had
it packed pretty full.

DEAN DE HAAS
No problem Tommy. You go on. W' Il just sit and keep
A adys conpany.

THOVAS exits into the house.

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
VWhat a nice service.

DEAN DE HAAS
Yes, it was.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
| wish 1'd met them They seened |i ke such great people

BETTY DE HAAS
You never net John and Est her?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
No! They canme to New York once, but | was visiting ny
Uncle Sid in Boca.

DEAN DE HAAS
Well, that’s a shame. John and Est her were good peopl e.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
(l ooks to see if THOVAS i s gone)
So, let me ask you. WAs your daughter at the funeral. |
didn’t neet her.

BETTY DE HAAS
She was there, but she sat towards the back. Slipped in
late and | eft early.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Was she at the reception?

BETTY DE HAAS
She slipped into the kitchen through the back door to
see if we needed any help, but then left.
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GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
So, she and Thomas haven't. ..

BETTY DE HAAS
No. They haven’t seen or tal ked to one another as far
ask I can tell

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Okay. Very interesting.

DEAN DE HAAS
And Tonmy never nentioned Marian?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Until yesterday, | didn’t know she exi sted.

BETTY DE HAAS
d adys, does Tommy have any, you know, girlfriends?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Not really. Other than a date to the occasional fund
rai ser or awards di nner he doesn’t show much i nterest
in arelationship. And believe ne, it’s not for a |ack
of trying. I'’mnot such a bad matchmaker nyself.

BETTY DE HAAS
Li ke Fi ddl er on the Roof?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Exactly. It’s a little curse God gave Jewi sh wonmen who
can’'t find a husband oursel ves.

BETTY DE HAAS
So, you’ve never been married, d adys?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
No. The right one has never cone along. Can you believe
it? O/. New York, the greatest city in the world. Full
of good nen.

BETTY DE HAAS
So you’ ve never dated.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Oh, 1’'ve dated, darling. Several tinmes. Everyone of
themwas a putz. Don’t get ne started.

BETTY DE HAAS
That’ s too bad. | just think everyone should be
married. | can’'t stand to think of Marian going through
life alone. And little Abby. She needs a daddy.
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GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Well, sonetines | think |'’mbetter off. You know what |
mean? If | finally do get a man, then | have to train
him and that feels |like a | ot of work.

DEAN DE HAAS
Well, now You never know. The right man conmes al ong,
he m ght just sweep you off your feet. That’' s what
happens sonetinmes. It’s like a lightning strike. You
don’t know what hit you.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Honey, the last tinme | got struck like lightning and
didn’t know what hit ne, it turned out to be bad
pastram .

ARL and Lola exit the Prins house. Lola is
carrying a cup of tea.

DEAN DE HAAS
Hello there Arl, Lola. Were' s Tommy?

LOLA VAN DAM
He’s inside getting changed. He looks a little worn
out. He said to bring you this.
(hands tea to GLADYS)

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
He’ s such a good boy. Thank you, dear.

BETTY DE HAAS
It’s been a long day for him

ARL VAN DAM
A long day for all of us. John and Esther are going to
be m ssed in this town.

LOLA VAN DAM
That' s for sure.

BETTY DE HAAS
(taking DEAN by the arm
Speaki ng of getting changed, we better get in and get
changed oursel ves.

DEAN DE HAAS
Al right, dear.

DEAN and BETTY exit into their house.

LOLA VAN DAM
Vell, Arl. W should get hone and get changed, as well.
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ARL VAN DAM
Hold on a mnute. | need to clear sonmething up with
A adys here.

GLADYS | SKOWN TCH
What is it dear?

ARL VAN DAM
Vell, now Tell nme sonething. You told ne yesterday
that Tommy never nentioned Mari an.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
We were just tal king about that. No, dear. | didn't
know anyt hi ng about Marian until yesterday.

ARL VAN DAM
Isn’t that interesting. So, does he have a girl back in
New Yor k.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Not really. He has a date to fund raisers and award
di nners, but nothing serious. He keeps to hinsel f. Does
his own thing. You know.

ARL VAN DAM
Well. That’s VERY interesting.

LOLA VAN DAM
Arl?

ARL VAN DAM
So, you don’t think he’s... you know

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
What dear ?

ARL VAN DAM
You know.

LOLA VAN DAM
Oh for goodness sake, Arl. Tommy is not GAY.

ARL VAN DAM
Well, so what if he is. I’mjust wondering!

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
(1 aughs)
Ch ny! No, dear. Thomas is definitely NOT gay. | can
tell you that.

ARL VAN DAM
Ckay. That’s settled. Now we know.
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LOLA VAN DAM
W' ve al ways known, Arl. You're the only one who
t hought that.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
| was hoping to get to talk to Marian today. | net her
briefly last night but we didn’t get a chance to talk.

LOLA VAN DAM
Ch, | know. She slipped in the back after the service
started. | wish those two would just get together and
talk it over. Whatever it was that got between the two
of them

ARL VAN DAM
Ch, cone on, Lola! W all know what got between the two
of them She got pregnant!

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
You think Marian’ s daughter belongs to Thomas’ ?

ARL VAN DAM
Yes, | do! | think,
(checks to see if THOVAS is |istening
fromthe house. Lowers his voice.)
| think Tommy got Marian pregnant, then couldn’t deal
with the responsibility and skipped town. That’s why he
left.
GLADYS | SKOW TCH
| don’t know, dear. Thomas is the nost responsible
person | know. That wouldn’t be |ike him

LOLA VAN DAM
| knowi A lot of people think it was Matt Schul er

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Excuse ne?

LOLA VAN DAM
Matt Schuler. He was at the funeral today. Sat on the
| eft side four rows fromthe back. He wore jeans and a
bl ack t-shirt.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
| didn’t notice.

ARL VAN DAM
Abby does not belong to Matt Schul er.

LOLA VAN DAM
W don’t know t hat!
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ARL VAN DAM
Abby is sharp as a tack. She could not be Mtt
Schuler’s child. That boy is so dunb he has to get
naked to count to 21!

LOLA VAN DAM
Maybe she takes after her nother.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
So, the question is, why hasn’t Marian and Thonas
tal ked, and why did she avoid himat the funeral today.

ARL VAN DAM
Yes, that’'s the question.

LOLA VAN DAM
So, Tommy never nentioned Marian. Isn’'t that
i nteresting.

ARL VAN DAM
GQuilty consci ence.

LOLA VAN DAM
Arl!l

ARL VAN DAM
" mjust saying.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
You’ ve got to renenber. Thomas is a thinker. You don’'t
get nmuch out of him He thinks nore than he wites and
wites nore than he talks.

ARL VAN DAM
He’ s al ways been that way. Took after Esther that way.

LOLA VAN DAM
Vell, conme on Arl. | want to get changed. It’s bridge
night with Dean and Betty and | have things | want to
get done before then.

ARL VAN DAM
Alright. Wll, dadys. |"'msure w’'ll see you before
you |l eave in the nmorning. But if not, it’s been a
pl easur e.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Ch you' |l see us, |'msure.

LOLA VAN DAM
| hope you’ ve enjoyed your visit.
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GLADYS | SKOW TCH
l"msorry | couldn’t visit under better circunstances,
but I’ve loved ny visit. It’s such a cute little town,
and everyone’s so friendly.

ARL VAN DAM
Well, you ve got to visit us again.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Il will. In fact, | wanted to take a little wal k around
and stretch ny | egs before going in.

ARL VAN DAM
Anot her good thing about Hebron. You can’'t get | ost!

LOLA VAN DAM
Enj oy your wal k. Let’s go, Arl.

ARL VAN DAM
Aright. So |ong, Q4 adys.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
So | ong.

Scene 2

ARL and Lol a exit. GLADYS | ooks around, stretches
and begins to exit the opposite way. From upstage
bet ween the houses OLD MAN SCHULER energes. He

| ooks nornal .

OLD MAN SCHULER
(whi speri ng)
Hey! Youl!

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
(turning)
Excuse nme?

OLD MAN SCHULER steps out of the bushes. And steps
f orwar d

OLD MAN SCHULER
Who are you? What are you doi ng out here.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
A man sneaks out of the bushes and he wants to know who
| anf

GLADYS stares at OLD MAN SCHULER expecting a
response. He stares back. There is a nonent before
GLADYS answers.

| was just getting ready to go for a wal k.
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OLD MAN SCHULER
A wal k? In these parts? Don’t you know it’s dangerous?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Danger ous?

OLD MAN SCHULER
Yes. Dangerous. Charlie could be hiding anywhere.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Charl i e?

(suddenly remenberi ng)
Ch. 1’ve heard people tal king about a crazy man in
town. |Is he around sonewhere?

OLD MAN SCHULER
Charlie is everywhere.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Vll, maybe | shouldn’t take ny wal k.

OLD MAN SCHULER
What’ s your nane?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
d adys. d adys Iskowitch. | cane with Thomas Prins for
t he funeral.

OLD MAN SCHULER
Anot her funeral ?
(hangs head)
W’ ve |ost a | ot of good ones.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Isn’t that the truth, sweetie. It seens the older | get
the nore funerals | attend. Drop like flies.

OLD MAN SCHULER
Hey, | like you.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
(flattered)
You do?

OLD MAN SCHULER
It’s been a long tine since | talked to a wonan. Long
tinme.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Real | y? You' re not married?
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OLD MAN SCHULER
No. | had a girl back hone. But, she sent ne a dear
john letter.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
So, you’'re not from here?

OLD MAN SCHULER
Here? Don’t be ridicul ous.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
But you live here now?

OLD MAN SCHULER
Hopeful ly, they' Il be sending ne hone soon.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Oh really. So, you' re here for a job or sonething?

OLD MAN SCHULER
It’s a big job, alright.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
So, what’s your job.

OLD MAN SCHULER
(a beat)
Say, you're cute.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
(once again, flattered)
Ch go on...
(a beat)
No, seriously, sweetie go on. | want to hear nore.

OLD MAN SCHULER
You were going for a wal k, you say?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
| was. But, if it’s dangerous...

OLD MAN SCHULER
| could escort you. Keep you safe.

This is what she’'s waited to hear. She takes him
by the arm

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
| thought you' d never ask! Lead the way, sweetie.

OLD MAN SCHULER
Stay close. | wouldn’t want anything to happen to you.
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GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Honey, you don’t have to ask tw ce.

OLD MAN SCHULER
Been a long tine since | had a wonan on ny arm

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Is that right? Wll, I'’mglad | could be here for you.

Scene 3

They exit. There is a beat. MARI AN enters slowy.
She is carrying a tupperware container. She goes
to the Prins house and gets to the porch. She
starts to knock, but then stops, turns and starts
to wal k toward her parents house. At that nonent,
THOVAS exits the Prins house. MARI AN hears the
door and stops. She hides fromhis sight |ine, but
stands where she can watch him He has changed
clothes. He has a cigarette in one hand and a

pl ane ticket in the other. He sits on the porch
and | ooks hard at the plane ticket. MARI AN steps
towards him then back. THOVAS catches the
novenent out of the corner of his eye and turns.

THOVAS PRI NS
Hel | 0? Who's there? M. Schuler? Is that you?

THOVAS wal ks down the stairs slowy and toward the
pl ace where MARI AN was hi ding. He stops. MARI AN
steps out into the open.

THOVAS PRI NS ( CONT' D)
Mari an?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Hel | o Thonms.

There is a strai ned sil ence.

THOVAS PRI NS
| wondered if | was going to get a chance to talk to
you.

MARI AN DE HAAS
|’min the book.

THOVAS PRI NS
| didn’t want to call. | wanted to see you

MARI AN DE HAAS
My address is |isted, too.



78.

THOVAS PRI NS
| thought I'd see you at the service, or the reception.
You made yourself pretty scarce.

MARI AN does not answer. After a nonent, THOVAS
motions to | awn chairs down center
WIIl you sit with nme?

MARI AN wal ks towards the | awn chairs and sits as
Thomas hol ds the back of the chair for her. He
sits in the chair next to her.

MARI AN DE HAAS
(handi ng hi m tupperwar e)
| was at the church hel ping clean up after the
reception. You left without taking the | eftover cake,
so | thought 1'd bring it by.

THOVAS PRI NS
(sets tupperware down next to him
Thank you.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Do you snoke?

THOVAS PRI NS
No. Not anynore. But | think about snoking. Do you
r emenber ?

MARI AN DE HAAS
What ? Stealing cigarettes fromyour dad’ s stash in the
shed?

THOVAS PRI NS
Sneaki ng out into the woods behind the old mll?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Acting like we were sophisticated socialites?

THOVAS PRI NS
Tal king for hours under the stars?

MARI AN DE HAAS
(a beat)
Seens |i ke another lifetine.

THOVAS PRI NS
Like | said. | think about snoking. The truth is, part
of me liked it because | always thought about you while
| was having a snoke. If felt Iike having you near.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
| " msorry about your folks.

THOVAS PRI NS
Thank you.

MARI AN DE HAAS
It must have been a shock.

THOVAS PRI NS
(noddi ng)
It was. It is. I'"'mnot sure it’s really sunk in. It
feels really surreal

MARI AN DE HAAS
| can only imagi ne. Wien was the last tinme you tal ked

to thenf

THOVAS PRI NS
A week ago Sunday. We tal ked on the phone every Sunday

af t er noon.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Real | y? | never knew that. Your nom never told ne that.

THOVAS PRI NS
Real ly? | figured she was filling everyone in on the

gossi p.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Only the good things. She and your dad were happy to
tal k about the | atest opening or the awards you won.
But, other than that they were pretty tight |ipped.
They didn’t tal k nmuch about what you were up to.

THOVAS PRI NS
Real ly? Well, there wasn’t much to tell.

MARI AN DE HAAS
It m ght have been better for you if they had. | hate
to break it to you, but the lack of information only
created nore specul ation.

THOVAS PRI NS
Quch.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Yeah.

THOVAS PRI NS
How bad?
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MARI AN DE HAAS
Depends on who you ask.

THOVAS PRI NS
| can only inmagi ne what Arl cane up wth.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Let’s just say he was surprised to see you show up in
town with a wonman.

THOMAS PRI NS
Wow,

MARI AN DE HAAS
Did your fol ks keep you up to date with things back
honme?

THOVAS PRI NS
Onh yeah. The weather report. The grain prices. The blue
pl ate special at the cafe. | got the weekly
bl ow by- bl ow.

MARI AN DE HAAS
|’ m sure you were on the edge of your seat.

THOVAS PRI NS

O course. Actually, it was nice. |’ve never gotten
truly used to New York. It was always nice to have a
weekly rem nder that Hebron was still here and things

hadn’t changed that nuch.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| hear you met Abby.

THOVAS PRI NS
Yes. She’'s wonderful.

MARI AN DE HAAS
She’s pretty special.

THOVAS PRI NS
Beautiful. Articulate. Smart. Just |i ke her nother.

There is a beat.

THOVAS PRI NS ( CONT' D)
Who is Abigail’s father, Marian?

MARI AN DE HAAS
| see we’re not beating around the bush.
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THOVAS PRI NS
| don’t see the point. After burying both ny parents

today, I'mrem nded that | better make the nost of the
present. Besides, the rate things are going, |’ m not
sure if 1'll get another chance to talk to you.

MARI AN DE HAAS
That’ s right, because phones in New York probably don’t
connect all the way back to |owa.

Marian rises and wal ks away fromthe chairs.

THOVAS PRI NS
| don’t know what to tell you, Marian.

MARI AN DE HAAS
You know what’s really crazy? You are the first person
in twelve years to ask ne that question directly. Well,
at least until yesterday.

THOVAS PRI NS
Real | y?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Really. It took my nomtwelve years and you com ng back
to town to get up the nerve. My dad was certainly not
going to ask. None of ny so called friends ever asked.
Not even Arl.

THOVAS PRI NS
Ww. Not even Arl. That’s sayi ng sonet hi ng.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Why doesn’t anyone just ask me who Abby’'s father is? Is
it because they don't care? No, that can’'t be. Wre
such a loving, tight-knit conmmunity. Mybe it’s because
they do care. "W love you so nuch that we just won’t
talk about it." And, in doing so, the little piece of
juicy gossip perpetuates itself. Wi spers becone
conversations behind your back which then becone
| egend. It becones part of the fabric of the comunity.
Maybe that’s the real reason no one asks. The truth is
that in this little two-bit town we need to have
sonmething to tal k about each and every day down at the
cafe. W can tal k about the weather. We can tal k about
the grain prices. W can talk about A d Man Schul er.
That shoul d cover about fifteen mnutes, but after that
what do we tal k about? How about who is the father of
Abby De Haas? That’'s al ways good for an ongoi ng
argunment. Who's Abby’s dad? Who did sweet Marian spread
her legs for? Let’s talk about that.
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THOVAS PRI NS
| can’t imagine what it’'s been like for you. I’msorry.
MARI AN DE HAAS
Yeah, well. Wat do you expect?
A beat.
THOVAS PRI NS
You still haven't answered the question.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Wiy did you | eave town, Thomas?

THOVAS PRI NS
Because | was ei ghteen. Because | graduated hi gh school
and it was tinme to..

MARI AN DE HAAS
Stop it. Wiy did you | eave?

THOVAS PRI NS
Because | was ei ghteen. Because | was confused, and
hurt, and...

MARI AN DE HAAS
(interrupting)
And | wasn’t confused and hurt ?!

THOVAS PRI NS
and | was selfish, and a coward.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Why didn’t you cone back? Why didn’t you wite? Wy
didn't you call for God s sake?

THOVAS PRI NS
| thought about you all the time. | thought about
writing. | thought about com ng back. | thought about
it every tinme | had a snoke. | would stand there
outside ny building. Sonmetinmes | was with nei ghbors,
snmoki ng together. Sometines a stranger would stop and
bum a snoke off of ne and we’'d stand and talk. It
didn't matter. Whether | was wth soneone, or by
nmysel f, sonmehow you were always there with ne just |ike
when we were kids sitting on the hill in Vande Meer’s
pasture snoking ny dad’s cigarettes and staring at the
stars. Then | quit snoking, but | mssed hangi ng out
with you. So, | found nyself going outside and standing
there with an unlit cigarette in ny hand just at the
chance to feel you near. | would think about witing,
but | could never find the words. It’s crazy. | can
give words to a mllion different characters, but I
could never find the words to wite you.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
Great. That’'s just great. You were in New York Gty
having a snoke with sone fantasy of nme. Back here in
|l owa, | was changing di apers, finishing college and
doing nmy best to ignore the whispers fromthe
hypocritical old witches in the back pew at church.

THOVAS PRI NS
Back pew. Let’s see. Back pew Stage left or stage
right? Couldn’t be stage right, the back pew was al ways
M. And Ms. Engels. It would have to be the stage
left. On yeah, d adys Dekker and Vivian Dunn. The
wi dows of west 2nd street. Are they still alive?

MARI AN DE HAAS
You hurt me, Thomas. You were the one person | could
al ways count on and when | needed you the nost | turned
and you weren’'t there.

THOVAS PRI NS
| hurt you?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Yes.

THOVAS PRI NS
You turned and | wasn’t there?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Yes.

THOVAS PRI NS
(places cigarette in his nmouth, patting
hi s pockets)
A match. A match! My kingdomfor a match

MARI AN DE HAAS
Sorry. Can’t hel p you.

THOVAS PRI NS
(throws cigarette away)

| hurt you? | seemto renenber it the other way around.
What about ne, Marian? You were the one person | could
count on. My whole |Iife you understood ne better than
anyone el se. You knew ny every secret. You knew ny
dreanms. You knew ny every fault and you still were ny
best friend. And then, all of a sudden, BAM you start
ignoring ne. You act like |I don't exist.

MARI AN DE HAAS
You don’t under st and.



84.

THOVAS PRI NS
You're right | don’t understand. | didn’t understand
why you suddenly shut nme off. Then it was Matt Schul er,
M. Hebron all star, and Marian De Haas. Everybody | ook
at the Prom King and Prom Queen. Don’t they | ook
perfect together? Marian is going to promw th Mtt
Schul er and partying with Matt and all his admrers.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| know. | was stupid. | didn't know what el se to do.

THOVAS PRI NS
So?

MARI AN DE HAAS
So, what ?

THOVAS PRI NS
Who's the father, Marian? Wio is Abigail’s father?
Because, | know for certain it wasn't ne.

MARI AN DE HAAS
That’'s really all you cared about, isn't it? You and

your ego. |I'mfacing the scariest, nost painful nonent
of ny life and all you care about is how it nmakes you
| ook?
THOVAS PRI NS
It had nothing to do with how |l |ooked, Marian. | could

care | ess what anyone in this town thinks of ne.

MARI AN DE HAAS

Well, you nade that perfectly clear when you |left town
and never | ooked back. You're right. You could care
| ess.

THOVAS PRI NS

That’s not what | said, Marian. That’'s not fair.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Not fair? Alright, Thomas. Then, tell ne. Wat do you
care about? Because you certainly didn't care about ne!

THOVAS PRI NS
| did care about you Marian. Don’t you get it? | |oved
you. | loved you so much and the nost painful nonent of

my life was when | turned around and you weren't there.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| needed you Thonas.



85.

THOVAS PRI NS
And | needed you! | didn’'t know what to do, Marian.
What was | supposed to think? My best friend is
treating ne like a |leper and then all of a sudden she’s
pregnant ? What were ny options? Stick around and stand
up with you at your shotgun wedding with Matt Schul er?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Oh, Thomas. You don’t get it. | was never going to
marry Matt Schuler. You and | both know that Matt was,
and is, a conplete idiot.

THOVAS PRI NS
So, is that it?

MARI AN DE HAAS
s what it?

THOVAS PRI NS
s Matt Abigail’s dad?

MARI AN DE HAAS
He wants to think he is.

THOVAS PRI NS
| s he?

MARI AN DE HAAS
No.

THOVAS PRI NS
He's not?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Feel better?

THOVAS PRI NS
Not really.
(a realization)
But, that’s what you wanted, wasn't it. Marian? Pl ease,
| ook at ne.

MARI AN | ooks at THOVAS. She doesn’t answer.

THOVAS PRI NS ( CONT' D)
| know it wasn’t ne. You say it wasn’t Matt. But, you
made sure that everyone woul d suspect that it was. You
orchestrated the whole thing, didn’'t you? Marian? Tal k
to ne.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Did they tal k about nme?



86.

THOVAS PRI NS
Excuse me?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Your folks. On the Sunday afternoon phone calls. Dd
t hey ever tal k about me?

THOVAS PRI NS
Yes. Momdid. Al the tine.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Real | y?

THOVAS PRI NS
Momwould slip it in. It was always so casual. "Betty
told ne that Marian graduated. Isn’'t that nice?" or
“Marian directed the play at the high school this week.
| can’t understand why no one has snatched up such a
beautiful, tal ented young woman."

MARI AN DE HAAS
Real | y?

THOVAS PRI NS
Ch yeah. That was nom Queen of Subtlety.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Your nmom was so sweet. She was al ways so good to ne and
Abby. And your dad. He was |i ke anot her grandpa for
her. Abby | oved your fol ks so nuch.

THOVAS PRI NS
| wonder if nomthought Abigail was her granddaughter.

A beat .

THOMAS PRI NS ( CONT' D)
You still haven’t answered the question.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Way should I, Thomas? Wat right do you have to know?
What right does anyone have to know? You |eft, Thonas.

THOVAS PRI NS
Yes, | did. And, I’msorry. But,...

MARI AN DE HAAS
(interrupting)
Yes! | went to promwith Matt Schul er. Ckay? | did. But
let’s put things in focus. Your fragile nmale ego was
damaged. | was pregnant! Let’s have a little
perspective, okay?



THOVAS PRI NS
Marian. | was ei ghteen.

MARI AN DE HAAS
So was |!

THOMAS PRI NS
| didn’t know what to do.

MARI AN DE HAAS

Wel | you shoul d have! You should have known.

THOVAS PRI NS
That’s not fair.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| don’t care! | needed you to stick by ne.
soneone | could trust, and you left.

THOVAS PRI NS
Have you tol d anyone?

MARI AN DE HAAS
Have | told anyone what ?

THOVAS PRI NS
You haven’t, have you?

MARI AN DE HAAS
What’s that got to do with it?

THOVAS PRI NS
Ch, Mari an.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| don’t see..

THOVAS PRI NS
St op.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| am not. ..

THOVAS PRI NS
Stop. Just stop

MARI AN DE HAAS

Thonas. .
THOVAS PRI NS
Ti me out.
(a beat)
Can we back up. Please? Marian, |'msorry.

| needed

|’ m so

for everything. I'"msorry for |eaving you al one.
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THOMAS PRI NS , o
sorry for running away. |I'msorry for not witing, or

calling, or com ng hone.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| don't...

THOVAS PRI NS
|’mnot finished. I"'msorry for letting ny bruised ego
blind ne to what you were going through. | want you ask
for your forgiveness. | want to rew nd twel ve years.
want my best friend in the whole world to talk to ne,
and to tell nme this painful secret she’s kept |ocked
away for so long. Marian? Talk to ne.

There is a dramati c beat.

MARI AN DE HAAS
It was early March. Softball practice was starting up.
Qur senior year. | was turning eighteen in a few
months. | had to have ny annual physical form signed
before | could play. Momtold ne it was tinme for ne to
have ny first woman’s exam You know how Dutch ny

parents are. |’ve got to have a physical for softball
M ght as well kill two birds with one stone.
THOVAS PRI NS

(Quickly connecting the dots)
Mari an. .

MARI AN DE HAAS
Everyone in town knew about Doc’s drinking. It was
| egendary. But he was a "functioning drunk."” Never |et
it stop himfromdoing his job. You renenber how it got
worse after his wife died.

THOVAS PRI NS
Ch ny god. Mari an.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| went in after school. He was drunk that day. | knew
it. You renmenber Geneva White, his old nurse? She had
to have known, too. But, she left the roomafter taking
my vitals and didn’'t cone back when Doc cane into the
room Wat was | supposed to do? | was a kid. He was an
adult. He was a DOCTOR for God' s sake. It all seened so
surreal. | felt paralyzed. | couldn’t scream |
couldn’t nove, | just lay there and snelled his
aftershave, his body odor, and the al cohol on his
br eat h.
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THOMAS PRI NS
Marian. | am so..

MARI AN DE HAAS
When | m ssed ny period | was worried. The norning of
M. Dingnan’s Western Civ test on the G eat Depression
| woke up and puked ny guts out. | knew.

THOVAS PRI NS
Didn't you tell...

MARI AN DE HAAS
Who?! Who was | going to tell, Thonmas? Doc was the nost
respected man in this town, even with his drinking
problem No one wanted to know t hat Doc knocked ne up.
It would have ripped this town apart, and | did not
want to be branded the poor little girl that Doc raped

in his office. | sure as hell was not going to wear
that scarlet letter on ny chest for the rest of ny
life!

THOVAS PRI NS

So you went to promwi th Matt.
MARI AN DE HAAS

That’s right. | went to promwth Matt Schul er, the
biggest jerk in the world. And, | gave nyself an easy
alibi.

THOVAS PRI NS

You knew people would think it was ne. You knew t hat
everyone would think that I was the one that got you
pr egnant .

MARI AN DE HAAS
And what was really crazy is that no one asked.

THOMVAS PRI NS
To this day, no one knows.

MARI AN DE HAAS
No one even suspects. You took off shortly after it
becane public and gave people reason to suspect that it
was you anyway. Doc commtted suicide a nonth or two
| ater. Everyone concluded that it was his drinking and
his grief over Helen that finally pushed hi mover the
edge. Who woul d have ever imagined that he screwed one

THOVAS PRI NS
And you never said a word.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
No one asked. No one really wanted to know.

THOMAS PRI NS
Mari an.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| don’t know what | thought was going to happen. Doc
was dead. You were gone. It was al nost easier to live
W th the speculation than it was to put everyone
t hrough the pain of revealing the truth. The town was
al ready grieving over Doc. He was the tragic hero.

THOVAS PRI NS
So, nobody knows? You’ve carried this by yourself...

MARI AN DE HAAS
Well, that’s not conpletely true. My advisor at the
community college. Sara. She was the first person
confided in. Sonmehow she just knew. She was wonderful .
She got nme involved with a support group on canpus. She
al so introduced with a wonderful therapist in Des
Moines. It becane ny life line. It nade a huge
di fference.

THOVAS PRI NS
But no one in Hebron. No one at hone -

MARI AN DE HAAS
| just didn’'t see the point.

THOVAS PRI NS
|’ mso sorry.

They enbrace.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Maybe if 1'd told you fromthe beginning, things would
have been different.

Scene 4
MATT SCHULER enters.

MATT SCHULER
well, well, well, if this isn't nice. Here we are al
cozy. Tomry Prins. M. H gh and M ghty cones back for a
day and thinks he can just take ny girl.

MARI AN DE HAAS
G ow up, Matt. This is not high school and |I am not
your girl.
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MATT SCHULER
You certainly were on prom night.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Matt. Stop it.

MATT SCHULER
That’ s right, Tonmy. Too bad you coul dn’t have been
there on prom ni ght.

ARL & Lola enter, on their way to DEAN & BETTY' s
for bridge night.

THOVAS PRI NS
Alright, Matt. That’s enough.

ARL VAN DAM
Oh, Lord. Lola, you better get Betty and Dean out here.

Lola runs to the De Haas house and returns wth
DEAN, BETTY, and ABBY in tow.

MATT SCHULER
You know, Marian. Sonehow | knew that | was going to
find the two of you together.

MARI AN DE HAAS
So what of it.

MATT SCHULER
So, | can’t understand what you ever saw in this guy.

Quietly, G.LADYS and OLD MAN SCHULER enter wth
their arms around one another. G.ADYS | ooks
slightly dishevel ed. No one notices. They stand
back and observe what’'s goi ng on.

MARI AN DE HAAS
What ? That he’s intelligent, thoughtful, and caring?

Look, Matt. | have tried to be nice to you all these
years, but | amdone. | want you to stay away from ne
and Abby.

MATT SCHULER
You can’t do that.

MARI AN DE HAAS
What do you nean | can’t do that.

MATT SCHULER
Wiy don’t you just admt it, Marian. Come on. Admt it
after all these years.
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MARI AN DE HAAS
Matt, don't do this.

MATT SCHULER
Enough playing coy. Let’s |let everybody know once and
for all. Abby is nmy daughter. You can’'t keep ne away
from her.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Matt. Abby is NOT your daughter.

MATT SCHULER
You' re just saying that.

MARI AN DE HAAS
" mnot just saying it. You would know you’' re not
Abby’s father if you had the brains to do the math.

MATT SCHULER
What are you tal king about ?

MARI AN DE HAAS
| made the m stake of sleeping with you once. ONCE! On
prom ni ght which was the first week in May. A pregnancy
|asts forty weeks and if you count back forty weeks
fromAbby’s birthday you'll find yourself in March. You
are NOT Abby’s father.

MATT SCHULER
(1 ooks confused & devast at ed)
Well, then who is the father?

There is a nonent as MARI AN | ooks around at
everyone and then at ABBY, who is standing next to
BETTY. MARI AN | ooks conflicted as everyone stares,
waiting for an answer.

THOVAS PRI NS
| am

Wth a gasp everyone turns and | ooks at THOVAS.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Thomas. .

ABBY DE HAAS
(to her grandmm)
| knew it! | knewit! | knew he was ny dad!

ARL VAN DAM
(gloating, to Lol a)
| told you.
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THOVAS PRI NS

(wi nks and sm |l es at ABBY)
We were kids. | was scared and humiliated, so | left
town and didn’t cone back. Marian was graci ous enough
to keep it a secret all of these years as a way of
protecting ne.

(to ABBY)
Abigail, 1'"mso sorry.

(he’ s addressi ng Abby but his gaze noves

slowy to Marian)
|’msorry that | didn't have the courage to stay here
in Hebron, to be here for your nomand to do the right
thing. | hope you can forgive ne, and if it's alright
with you, | think I1'd |ike to stay here, and try to
make it up to you

ABBY runs and hugs THOVAS. THOVAS t hen | ooks again
at MARI AN.

THOVAS PRI NS ( CONT' D)
That is, if it’s okay with you.

MARI AN DE HAAS
|”d like that.

MATT SCHULER
You haven’t heard the end of this. I'lIl hire a | awyer!
I’1l force a paternity...

OLD MAN SCHULER
BOY!

Everyone turns and notices OLD MAN SCHULER and
GLADYS. There has been a change. He is normal and
coherent.

OLD MAN SCHULER ( CONT' D)
You' Il do no such thing!

MATT SCHULER
Dad?

OLD MAN SCHULER
You’ ve caused enough trouble for Marian and Abby.
Thi ngs are gonna be different fromnow on, and you' re
gonna start by apol ogizing to them

MATT SCHULER
But, dad, 1I...

OLD MAN SCHULER
You m nd me. NOW
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MATT stares bl ankly. Astoni shed.
Boy, | brought you into this world and, god hel p ne,
|11 take you out. Now you apol ogi ze.

MATT SCHULER
(cowed)
|’ msorry.

OLD MAN SCHULER
Now, go on hone. You and | are gonna have a | ong
overdue tal kin’ tonight.

MATT exits. Everyone is staring at OLD MAN
SCHULER, astoni shed by the change in him GLADYS
is staring at him adoringly.

OLD MAN SCHULER ( CONT’ D)
(to the crowd)
| apol ogize for all that me and nmy boy have put you
t hrough these nmany years. I'mtelling you right now |’ m
gonna see to it that we make it up to you

ARL VAN DAM
Bob? | can't believe it. Wat’'s cone over you.

DEAN DE HAAS
Yeah. You're not in ' Nam anynore!

OLD MAN SCHULER

Well, I ran into dadys here this evening and we went

for a walk together. It’s funny.

(he gets a little enbarrassed)

The nore we tal ked the better | felt. W just sort of
hit it off I guess. Well, one thing I ed to another and
(he pulls her tight against him
| guess all | needed all these years was the |ove of a
good wonan.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
No, dear. Well, "good" wonman, yes. Though, | prefer
exceptional because, you know, who are we kidding. But,
"RI GHT" worman is what you really neant to say.

THOMAS | ooks i ncredul ously at GLADYS, who catches
it an shoots back a "Wat are you | ooking at?"
expression

THOVAS PRI NS
d adys?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Well, sweetie, what did you expect? | always told you
t hat when the right man cones al ong, he’s not gonna
know what hit him 1 wasn’t Kkidding, you know.
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THOVAS PRI NS
But, dd Man Schul er?

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Love’'s a nystery, sweetie. Don't try to make sense of
it. Youll go crazy.

OLD MAN SCHULER
But the power of it wll nake you sane!

THOMAS is still holding his plane ticket. He hands
it to OLD MAN SCHULER

THOVAS PRI NS
Here you go, M. Schuler. Wiy don’t you take this plane
ticket, I'"mnot going to be needing it. Wiy don’t you

take @ adys back to New York.

OLD MAN SCHULER
Thank you, Thomas. |’ve never been to New York before.

GLADYS | SKOW TCH
Oh that’s a fabul ous i deal

They begin to exit as GADYS tal ks.
Come on, sweetie, we’'ve got to get you packed. | am
going to show you the town. Wait "til you try the
kosher deli down the street frommy apartnent, corned
beef to die for..

BETTY DE HAAS
Conme on, everybody. It’s been a |long day. The coffee is
on. Wiy don’t we all go inside and get a bite to eat?

Everyone begins to head to the De Haas house
except THOVAS and MARI AN who enbrace once nore,
and ARL who is standing and smling at them
continuing to gloat that he was right.

DEAN DE HAAS
(calling frominside the door)
Cone on, you two!

THOVAS PRI NS
You know what? If we’'re all going in for a bite then
|’mgoing to nmake it a potluck. | have a refrigerator
full of ham buns and potato salad | need to get rid of.

MARI AN DE HAAS
| think that’s a great idea.
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THOVAS PRI NS
G onin. I'll be there in a second.

MARI AN DE HAAS
Thomas.

She pulls himSR for a private nonent.
| " m scar ed.

THOVAS PRI NS
Me, too.

They enbrace.

MARI AN DE HAAS
(spoken fromthe m dst of the enbrace)
How is this going to end?

THOVAS PRI NS
| don’t know. | just know |I’m not |eaving you again.

MARI AN DE HAAS

She breaks the enbrace and steps back to | ook
THOMAS in the eye.
Thank you.

THOVAS PRI NS
No. Thank you.

MARI AN heads into the De Haas house. THOVAS turns
towards his house and ARL is standing there.

ARL VAN DAM
Well, Tommy. | always knew it.

THOVAS PRI NS
Knew what ?

ARL VAN DAM
That you were Abby’s father

THOVAS PRI NS
How d you know?

ARL VAN DAM
Vll, it made sense. Plus, Abby’s such a sharp kid just
li ke you were. And, |’ve always thought she | ooked |ike
you.

THOVAS PRI NS
Vell, Arl. Wat can | say? Nothing escapes you.



ARL VAN DAM
Yeah, well. Wsdom cones with age, | guess.

THOMAS PRI NS
That it does.

ARL VAN DAM
|’ m glad you re back in Hebron where you bel ong.

THOVAS PRI NS
Me too, Arl. Me too.
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